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To the ( briſtan Fg: 


Hriſtian Reader, I giue thee to vnd&rſtand 2 Wee' have not be 


7 oppoſites books, bath been in print ſo many yeaies, being prif- 
red in the yeare 1623. being 16, Queſtions of their owne for- 


hane wee patiently borne both thar,and alſo-that which they hare printed the 


laſt yeare againſt vs, vntell ſuch time wee heard by many witneſſes, thar our ; 
long ſilence hath rurned to the hinderance of the trueth,, and alfo our owne - 


diſcredit : for diners haye been perſwaded through our longfilence, tharwee 
are moſt in faulr; or elſe wee would haue anſwered before this tim; therfore 


for the rrueth ſake, & our ownedefence, we though 1t needfull to ſett owethis: | 
mice the great 


Chriſtian Reprofe vnto theſe our oppoſites, in-the which thou manft1 
injury,they doe ynto thetrueth and alſo.ynto vs; by their vnjuſt ymnpurations 


and ſlanderes, which they haue layd vpon-ys;and althoughr for our felues wee+ 
could haue born theſe injuries in ſilence: yer for the rrueth ſake, andthart none/ 


that haue a loue ynto the rruerh, ſhould be hindered or ftamble thereart,there- 


fore needfull ir is that they fhould bee informed of the truetitof things as 
they are,in theſe our troubles, which by this ſhort Anſwer, thou mayſt take 


knowledge of, Andalthopgh is. covfiſteth of corroveiſy, whichin 'pPro« 
firable, as ſome moreheaueply meditationsare; yer vorwirhſtanding ord: 
doth ſuffer ſuch things to ariſe, for 'the approving of ſuch as are faithfull ;. 
x.Cor.11, x8.19-8 that rhe people of God ſhonld norly'v»pon the bet of ſe- 
Curity : Songes the 5.5. bur keepe their Chriſtian watch,.knowing'that Satan 
ſeekerh roo ſurpriſe vs by many meanes & wayes, 1.Peter 5.8. Ad;20. 31. for. 
when he can not retaiae vs,in the broad wayesoef ebeviorthavwill be fend 
out the floods of his perſecytiqng,to.fee if hee can ſwallowreswpivir, Reu.i2. 
I 5. but when hee is reſtrained fro his purpoſe by the Lord, then will heeſcek- 
to ouerthrow vs by his miniſters whom hee feducerh , euen in the Church of 
God,& ſo turne the into ſhape, as if they were the miniſters of righteouſneſle, 
2.Cor.15.Act.20.29.30, And of theſe things, gentle Keader, haue wee had our 
portion, diuers of ys hauing been perſecuted by inpriſonment , and manytill 


death did inſue,8 others banneſhed, & ſome looſing their right & inbeitirage, : 


and muſt leaue ir and be exfiled ; yertheſe troubles art not ſo dangerous, noi 


et ſo grenious vngo.a fincer 'r ih; affſe inthe rrue 
Fe prope vos Geer ne pm ee 
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:and many'rfaf havegone through perſecutions, yet have been oners 


taken by ſeducers, 8 drazyne away fr6 the true way of Godzyet this isno —w_ 
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8 forward to publiſh to the world rhefe ourcontrouerfies, and.” 
this thou maiſt take knowledge of, becauſe the firſt of theſe our . 


"ming , in the whicirwee have great wronge doneyato ys ; yet | 
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thin as thou mayſt ſee by thoſe Sceripturs before alledged ! and as ir was with 
the 'Churches of God - P xa. } 
-gonetbrough Sony perſecutions, ſo have wee had gur parr of trialls by declin- 
ers & ſeducers : and 


things oughr hor to bee ſtrange voto thee, ſeeingthe Apoſtells of Chriſt hath 


+ \Þ fortolde of theſe things, AR.Z0, 29.30, 2.Pet, 2.1.2.3.yea & rthemſelues were 


troubled with ſuch trialles, whilles rhey were. with the Churches, Actes I 5.2» 
Gal.2.4.5.and ſom preaching Chriſt through enuie & ſtrife, ſuppoſing ro adde - 
4 more affliction roo the Apoſtells bandes, Phil.x.16; And hath not the Apoſtell 
told vs, that in theſe laſt dayes ſhall come perillous times , and thar all ſortes of 


4 Finnes ſhall abound?2. Tim. 3-1-2+3: Which ſhould teach'ys to bee ftriore watch= 


-Ffull, and ro-judge wiſly-of things, and nor too bee offended ar therruerh,or any 
part thereofgfor it is the rrueth thar maketh ys free, lobn$.3x.32. & yer when 
the Lord of glory was vpon the earth, which raught the trueth more excellent 
then euer did any,yet his owne Difciples went backe,& walked no more with 
him, Rtombling at his heauenly doctrine : ſeeing ir is thus, that our corrupt na- 
ture is ſo ſoone caried a ſyde ; how ſhould wee defier of God , to haue the ſpirir 
of diſcerning, & of ſincerity ro walkeiathe rrueth; & wheras wee haue been 
euill ſpoken of,too be c6rentious, and oFffietry ſpirits, with many ſuch like re- 
proches? Bur what is the cauſe thar wee are thus reproched ? is it not becauſe 
wee withſtand errour and ſinne ; and ſuerty, although wee are weake men, yet 
hearin wee follow the examples of the Pfopheres of God, Was not Moyſes 
the meekeſt man vpon the earth 4 yer was hee ſtored yp many times to great 
anger, becauſe of the ſinnes of the people : and who is more redy to carpe at 


the zeale of Gods people, then louſe perſons , or lucke warme Chriſtians, 
which are FRRY'TO Tay a5 Ahab EC Crone S. 7. Thar when the word of God is 
ſpoken for their reprofe, they thinke it is neuer well ſpoken ro them, well for”. 
mens Neain Wee palle not vpon it : bur I rurn my ſpeech ro ſuch as are faith= 

full; if they haue the loue of the trueth , and if they have adefier roo keepe 
the Lords watch in his houſe, then I ſay to ſuch as.;lehu ſayd roo Ichonadab 
2.Kivgs 1015.1 their bartes bee ant ro-the Lord, & ro vs as ours is yato. 


rhem, then let them not ſtagger ar theſe troubles : Bur come and belpe: vs 1n 
our journey : for grear are the hinderances by our corrupt -fleſh and 


Þ $þis world,and Sazan hee yicrh both theſe to inſnare ys, 


= 
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But for ſach as are corrupt, and ynder a pretence of peace, and lowlines of 
minde,Col,2.18. will either broch errour or plead for finne ; voto ſuch Lay 
with Dauid, Pſalm 1 19. 115. which faith-: Depart from mee yee cu.l} doers,.” 
for I will keep the commandements of my Goud. And rhis | ſpeake not of 
fingularity, bart becauſe | find thar oar corrupt nature hath nor need of helpety 
ioro finne : for wee are ſubject of our ſelues tro run into ſinne dayly. And nor. / 
Chriſtian Reader, for as much as rhe diuell hath in theſe our dayes revived-a 
new his ancient courſe, reaching of men ro abuſe the Name of God, in takine- 
ypon them to make a Couenant 1n their Antichriſtian eſtar, which is contrary-” 
tothe word of God, andis a meanes, nor only to inſnar themſelues , bur alfo: 
todraye , and inſnare the people of God , which are eſcaped out of theit 
bounds : bur concerning this pointt, I refer thee to the 16.17.18. pages 
of this booke : Aad now rhat which I haue written, I commir 
itto thy judgment, in the which I pray thee bee nor par- 4 
tiall, bur read with conſideration, and then with | 7 
| 
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- 
Ll 


Moy ſes to ſay to him thar doerth the wrong: 
Why ſmireſt thou thy feilow. 
- Exodis2,13, 
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"A (Chriſtian Reprofe again#t 
| Contention. 


LED) R, Stacſm: in the __ of his booke fettet downe 

S 25 acauſe of the publiſhing of Mr, Anſworth Sarmon: 

x- Tobealoue token of remembrance to his Brethren to 

© in kindle theire affeRions toprayer that ſcandalles of 

SSR) 6 many yeares continuance may be remoued that are. 

zz bates to keepe many godly wiſe & judicious from vs, 
wherby wee might growe to further perfeRion againe, 


wil © Ig; | A N Sg W E R. , 
g7>Hat all-the people of God ought to-pray both for -the proſperitic : 
: A of the-trueth and forthe remoning of ſcandalles , that none may | 


be hindered from the true walking-in the trueth,it is their dutye ſo ro 
does Butisnor Mr. S. the cbiefe man which is the cauſe of the ſcan 
dellnowe inqueſtion between vs , who all chough wee did bear with 
him in his errour, and no.doubre would ſq haue done yarill this da 
and allwayes Heerefting in IN warlesTotalke dr wetily hn 
hee is the chiefe manrhat hath|broaghr this ſcandall or offence, there- 
foreI aduertiſe him/to remembare.the ſaying of our Lord Ieſus ; woe 
be rothe world becauſe of offences , for it muſt needes be that offen- 
ces ſhall come, but woe to be two the man by. whome they come; and 
8 -425 Mr. S, hath begone the offence : ſo hee is the theſe man that may in 
= Y Part by the acknowledging of his-finne heale the breach, and fo helpe 
-:" totake away the offences which if God youchſafe to.give unto him, 
I ſhall begladand1 hope all the people of the Lord ue : Mr.-S..in- RT 
- #rrafeth vs how:to remone ſcandal},and inthe meane time bee runerh Ws 
1: Y \ oneſwettly two iatreaſe the ſcandall by publiſhing of bis vnjuſt wri- _ fg 
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* "75 8 A CHRISTIAN REPROFE . 
tings. Hee'tellerh'ys that the ſetting ont of: Mr, Anſworths Sarmon 


is his loue taken : But is this ſo in deed why theo bath hee placed ſuch : 
a {wet flower berweene ſuch bitter and poyloned earbes, placeing be-' | 


fore it his vntrue preface, and be hind ir bis ftoffing poſtſcript wher by * 


hee abuſeth the word of theLord, and belyeth his neybours a3 after-,. 


wards I ſhall ſhewe God willing: if this be the euent of Mr. S, lone, 
what maye wee thinke will the event of his battred be : Bur may » 
not be juſtly feared ſuch fruit-as this that hee tocke an occaſion to ſet 


out Mr. Anſworths Sarmon, that ſo with it hee might ſend abroad his - 


vnprotfitable writings , and that hee might get the berter ſale which 
alone of them ſelfe would haue , bur littel efteeme ; But let not Mr. 
9, pretend loue in this: for loue 1, Cor. 13. thinketh'not euill : But 
hee in this bath done euill : loue rejoyceth in the trueth. 

But hee ftrifeth in errour and contention, therfore let Mr.S. feare 
thathee 1s guiltye of this Scripture, Prou,26.18.19.21., which ſaith: 
As a mad man cafteth fire brandes arrowes & death, fois the man that 
deceiueth his neighbour, and ſaith am nor I in ſport, ſo hee ſpeaketh of 
loue, but hee caſteth vatruethes ſcandalles, and reproches and errour. 

M, Staeſ.in the beginning of his Preface ſhoweth from the LD; 
7.2. how that the people of God lamented after the Lord, an@as 
hee ſaith, the ſame affe&ione mee thinkesI perceive in many of ygp: 
tothe which I anſwere, it ought not only to be the affeRione of _— 
But of all : Gods people to lament the want of the Lords boly ordi- 


. 


| nances, and wheras hee ſpeaketh of divers inconyeniets for the want 


of the miniftery, alas who will not-grant it , and more then hee ſpea« 
keth of, but wheras hee ſaith; Being diyers times .hurried- 6s torne, 
with the loud out cryes and bard handling of furious and ynmercitull 
ſpirits,” Theſe things will fall ypon the head of Mr. S. himſelfe : but 
firſt I anſwer : that wee are but weake mene and dofin in our beſt ac- 
tions, how much morein the handling of the matteres of controverſie, 
in the which there is allwayes oppoſition , yea all though the cauſe be 


never lo juſt, GOES. | 
© *. And ioecllly ſuch ſubtill oppoſeres as Mr. S. and ſuch as are 


ith him be, and no only Wbril, bur violent and vnrefty and labonr® 
ing daily to corrupte others who ſhould others wayes thinke, Bur 


____that intheſe troubles in many things wee have ſinned, I fpeake it to 


Godes glory and our owne Thame, alttiough the chiefe matter in 
| EO bs Oe Re TIO coun_ 


q 
* 
| 
t 
l 
EY 
( 
k4 
C1 
. ( 
t 
4 
1 
( 

1 

{ 
74 
{ 

| 

{ 


$$ a» A. 


@ . 2 
bd To. WW ooo ot ann .T 


to hisclamours, I anſwer, although we 
Jake followeth not therfore that bis clamours are true : for what be 


AGAINST CONTENTION, z 


countrouerly muſt Iy ypon the head of Mr. S. wherit is due with all > adi 


the eujll euentes that doth follow hee bEipg the7cauſe of it, Bur vi- 
e weake 8 ſubject to fayle, 


the outcryes by the which hee or afy are torn with all,L hope in coun- 


Y | 
\rrouerſy men muſt be anſwered,and if ſinne be committed ir ought to 


beblamed, bur haue wee done as hee hath done , not only with his 
tong and pene toſend letters, bur alſoin print to ſend abroad his inju- 


Þ ious wricings by che which bee flandereth his neighbours , and nor 
- only once, but the ſecond time"as for example his 16. Queſtions ſer 


out the yeate ,x623. would not any man that readeth them thinke 


| that they are our grounds that hee hath ſert our by'the way of que- 


ſion, whereas in deed they are his owne framing as they may fite his 


- owne turne beſte, yea ſome —_— falſe as queſtion the 5, and o- 


| — 


thersthe like may not one of themare To ſert downe as rhar wee will 
approue of it: therfore as Mr,S. hath done euill in making fuch que- 
tions, ſo hath the anſwerer, or made his anſwer according as his mind 
was declined : and as Mr. S. bath done vs Injurie in them, fo hath 
hee now as I ſhall ſhewe, if wee had thus done vnto him then hee 
might haye compained of outcryes. But hee'is like a quarrellin 

man which layeth hard ſtrokes vpon his neighbours, 8& with all eric 


out that hee hath the injury : & if hee be ſo bold as to ſett out in print 


ſuch yntruethes againft vs : what may wee thinke hee hath doneinſe- 


cret with his tong and pene wher wee cannot come to know it: a few 
words is convenient more to be fpoken concerning his x6,Queſtions, 
hee faith in his Epiſtle that hee was much pronoked latly to further 
ir by ſome amongſt ys, I am doubtfull of it, although hee ſaith 
that digers can witnefſe it becauſe I know how vnreſty hee is, 
and how ſmale an occaſion hee will take to be provoked vnto his 
end leſfe ſtrife , nay was it not rather that hee toke an-occaſion both 
then & now to {ett his m_ a worke, for indeed if ace goeth one 
as hee doth begin hee may make great yollomes to idle contention: 


but I hope a Chriſtian anſwer ny atisfie a deſcret reader & ro keepe 


. to the mayne things rhar are difterent betweene vs, but if any did 

; w, 4 , . S "1 . 
proyoke Mr..S. I bope they did not provoke him to ſetr downe lyes 

' not yer to pervert pur realons by-his owne formingss. Tee faith t = 0 I — 

. queſtions & anſwers were leyerall times tendered tovur light which 
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4 - A CHRISTIAN REPROFPE 


wee would-not youchſafe to regard :. tothe which I anſwer neither 


doe wee regard them now , bur doe retourne them to the former. of 
them to whome they are due, & defire him as reafon requireth the* 


bee will-giae his leaue to frame our owne groundes, as wee haue juft | 
occaſions : and for our not receiving in to publique theſe queſtions:& 


anſwers, by the anſwer allredye geyen wherin is ſhewed how yarrye 
they are,areſufficiente,not to receive them,& alſo wee had experiance 
of his troubleſomnes before : and ſhould ſuch things be read tothe: 
congregation moreouer it was ſignified that if they came with repen- 
tance wee were redy to hear it,and roreceiue them with pladnes;, bur 
ro read his forged writings in the Church wee have no warrant in the 
word of God, nor any example nor coſtome :: And whereas bee faith: 
Intheſe to our ynderftanding are comprehended'the marrowe & ſab... 
ſtance of the things in difference betweene vs iy , both from that 
letter writ to London ,- the cauſe of our miſery and othera&ions and' 
dealinges occaſioned from the ſame. To the which I anſwer firſt hee 
himſelfe granteth, Them to be colleQed and compoled queſtions. in 
that hee vin ibeſe to our vnderſtanding afe comprehended;which 
as hee ſaith, did ariſe both from the letter and other ations and dea- 
linges occaſioned : Anſwer. But doth not our oppoſites knowne : that 
the amd placeing of words or the lacking of a word ; or the adding of 


Ja word may crange the ſence,8 tov whome made hee theſe queſtiss, 


was 15 not to one that was corrupted with the ſame errour thar he held. 
euen as diptas bimſelfe,and ſhould wee not ex/pe&a good reſolution: 
neither willthe marrowe and ſubſtance of the differences berweene ys, 
appeare by ſuch queſtions and anſwers , for ſom queſtiovs which hee 

thereth, are amiſſhapen and wanteth that that ſhould be with it,and 


a 
—_ are falſe and iris no maryeile : for hee faith they ariſe fromaCtiss. 


and Jealings occaſioned : and who knowerh not that by ſuch compoſi- 


er —” 


tions wee may. be_yery much wronged and ſo wee are in deed, Bur 
Wwher hee callethour eter the cauſe of our miſery.. To the which I 


anſwer his errour and his voreftynes in his errour is the cauſe of our 
milery inalhele rrouvles m querar ſe troubles in queſtions, and for theletter alchough it 
is infearme AS IE 15 Yy. man COmpy ed ”: yer Is it a worke of God by his: 
In ape {nne,being the manifeſting of our Indgment 


there yato ealled:and.baue not wee the Scriptures plantyfull for 
 — WT: our 


—- 


ermed-by the word of God againſt that Samaritaneſt Couenant:. 


# 


AGAINST) CONTENTION. , 
our warrant,haying the Prophetes-and Apoſtels for our example,iche- 
ing appart of our [pirituall warfare agaioft fince and ſeed of the ſer- 


-nte to witneſle againſt ſuch counterfait Couenant as the Propher 


#faith : Olea, 10.4, They haye ſpoken words ſwearing falfly in —_— 
' Ja Covenant : andas Iohn faith, Reu, 2.10, Tknowthe blaſphemy of: 
-”. Irhem which fay they are Iewes and are not, bur are the Synagogue 


QI Satan : and haye wee not alſoan example in a ſachlike cauſe as this- 
In the Church of Epheſus which was commanded by the Holy Ghoſt 
- Reu.2. 2. for examining of them which ſaith they was Apoftells, and 
are not : and haſt found them liares. And ſhould wee be blamed for . 
examining of them as ſay they are viſible Chriſtians, and have made a 
true Covenant on - Pars ox. wavy to be liares and this man: 
who is thechiefe cauſe of thisour miſery hath bin found falty in this 


. reſpe& long apo- in London for hee went ro Mr. Lee, and hispeople 


and deſired of them Communion ſignifying to them that hee yvas as 
they ware: being in the ſame Covenant, & fogot into theire Commu. 
nion : But yyhen they came to heare that Mr. S, had deceived them: 
ther vvas a meeting appointed betvvene Mr. Lee and his people;& 
Mr, Iacobe and his people, at thejvvhich Mr. Sta. himſelfe yyas pre- 
ſente and three other. men vvyhict aftervvardsgggre-members of our 


nd : appearing to 


ted, and yyhen hee yyasasked', vyhy hee did nor — againſt: 
being ob... * 


——— a _ 
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times : tothe vyhich hee anſyyered thatir did not follovy, that be- 


cauſe hee anſyyered not, thar therfore it vyas ſo: and yer behold be- : 


R. B, fides M. Iacobes teftimony vvee ſence haue other vyitnefſe of howueft 
D, P, men, vyhich vvas at the Couenant making, that none of them yye" 


ſeparated, and this isynder ther oyvne hands ratified ; and in one ws. 


their teſtimonies vyhich vyas don by their eldere hee is blamed tl: *n 

as folloyveth : vvhoſocuer ſhall ſay that they vvere ſeparated, may 

vvel take ſhame vnto themſelues, yea though it ſhould bee M.S. hi 
S_ 1, felfe, and yntothis vvriting is the hands of. 'Three more yyhich teſti- 
14, fyethat all ofthem vvent to hearing in the Church of England after 
B, the Couenant making to ther knoyvledge : and noyy ſcing that theſe 
things are ſo in the vyhich this manhath gone beyond himſelfe in the 
ſpeciall ground from yvhence all theſe our troubles did ariſe, bovy 
{hould hee feare bimſelfe even in his errour, and to take heed hoyy 
hee goeth one in his procedings leaſt the Lord leaue him ynto hard- 
nes of harte, and to blindnes of eyes, as a juſt recompence for ſtriven 
againſt the truth : or to lay a ſnar in Mizpach, to inſnare the ſoules of 
men, or to doe as Balaam did, which taught Balac to put a ftambling 
blocke before the Children of Iſraell, which this man hath done; and 
doth in the maintaining of that Samaritaneſh Conenant , as through 
the helpe of the Lord, I ſhall proue in duetime ; And none to re- 


rourne to Mr, S. Preface apaine hee calleth vs ynmefcyfull ſpirits, 
L- vvho vnder Dn and hatred againſt ſinne vngodly 


matlacre the true and living members of Chriſt body. Firſt I anſwer * 


that if I ſhould follow him in all his clamours and inſinuations, & alſo 
vp of mens weakneſle let fall in reaſoning , and diſpute 


D145 Taxing vp il in real | 
which hee vieth to hide his ovyne faultes and tranſgreſſions: then I fay 


vvee might haue vyorke enough to doe ,* and increaſe vnprofitable 
writtiogs. Butler him knovy that all men of vyiſdome vvill chinke it 
apoore ſhifte to helpe himſelfe with mens ſinne ibfirmi ro 


Eouer his oyvne Timnes, & foto auoide the maine matter in difference 


mertore fit it 1s : ſeing hee would notreſtin his errout in peace: 


} 5 F . . - ! $ k: 
tat voVY, hee ſhould, Both juſtifie his errour and hi eft nes In. 
@- bis errour, which yvas the caule of his caſtivg rel ynder 


{ jt ;, and ro rerourne with repentance, but ſetog hee bath vvritten.yn.. 
rrueths Lull mate a briefe anſyyer ynto them. : But firſt vytierh 
ſaith yyce are Furious & ynmercitull, yvith other reprochfull retmes 


before 
CK. * , 
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AGAINST CONTENTION. , 
"Þ before named : hee ſhonld haue ftayed hinfſelfe in thefe things: vntilF 
be- {ich time as hee'had made good his caule in queftion , for vvhiois nor | 
be- | juin ther oyvynecaule in ttieir conceire which bein:contentior' as bee . 
uelt Y is, and therfore the euill of his reproches, and all the.hinderances vnro + 
che eruth ,- which hee ſpeakech of. muſt lye vpon himſelfe, except hee 
could make his errour truth and: his_vnreſtybes, with ſeeking to ſe- - 
2=2e to begood andTavyful, which I knovy is more thenheeis abell 
todoe.' Andforhis quoting of Scriptures hovy largly and ficly might. - 
they all be applyed/vpon himſelfe as x. Thefl.4. 3. might be applyed 
ro him to{bow his buſines before hee came tovs , and yvhill hee vyas 
vyith vs : and: fince lee yyas caft out being a raiſer vp- of contention 
ſobreaking thoſe Scriptures Galat.g.1 5. and. x. Cor. 11. 16. alſo. for 
Rotn.16.17. Hoyveuidently doth that Scripture reproue his faQtious ' 
aQion,for the yyhich hee yvas caft out,- ButT leaue the manifeſting of : 
iEynto his propre place, And for the other whom hee faith are thruſt: 
ont of the Church::- vybich vvitneſſe for them I hope all men of yn-- 
derftanding may conſider, that men that haue euill cauſes for the moſt 
part they lack nor ſome partaker to aſſiſt them : And for them yvere- 
they not as foryyard as any to calt ont thele tvyo oppoſites, yea more: 
forvyard then many, and I am ſuer more forward then my lelte , and: 
vyhat hath chiged theire mindes they ſay the meeting of the brethren 


afteryyards to be ſpoken of vyhich I may ay is leſe then affige leaue 
to couet there ſhame : and therefore may it not bee well feared thar 
reſpe&s haue ftollen awaye ther affe&is ſeing theire reaſon of change 
is ofTo little vyaight': and for this I can ſhow reaſons, bur at this'time 

are; becauſe that ſome althouph juſtly toucked : yeryvould bee to 


Fipa 
much moued,and although I could ſay more yet ſtay here, knovving 


that all Churthes haue'for counſel}, and belpe in alt needfull rhings'in! 
the common faith , and this did wee practiſe in-rhat our Jerret'torhe; 
Church at London, in the vyhich rhis man did fo much oppoſe vs,ati 
1s ed am OE Be a——_———_——— a S$CEN 4. 
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bath made all this troubell , and alſo vvee praGtiſe that article as wee 
haue juſt occaſion : But doth hee meane wee breake this article be« 


cauſe wee doe not at his pleaſure his will or the willes of ſuch as he > | 
Roureth vp to bring other Churches, to bee judges whether hee bee 


_ —_— 


riphtly caſt out or not, if all that are caſt out ſhould haue that righte as 
I know not why hee ſhould haue more right then others : then! 


" Churchs ſhould haue worke enough to doe to looke to, others buſts - ' 


neſſes & to negle& theic owne,But wee muſt learne to put a differance 
betweene that which concearneth thecommon faith , and the proper 
power that euery {euerall Church hath in it.lelfe : as for example in 

© and3, chap. cuery particular Church hath theire commanda. 


tion or reprofe as they deſeryed : and as the Church of Pergamus was 
reproued for oy of ſach as tanughtthe Doarine of Balaam, ſo 


needed they not to aske another church whether they ſhould reſtraine 
them that ſo taught or , yyhether they ſhould caſt-tbem out if -they., 


vyould not be reſtrained , or yyhen ny had caſt out anie.tocall for: 
other Churches to knoyy vyhether they had done vvel or not. inſo. do. : 


np, eſpecially ro ſuch Churches as vvere corrupted yyich the ſame er-; 


rour,and hear obſerue-: that vyhen vyee did folloyy our article inthe 


ſending our letter to the Church at London at theire requeſt, then-wee, / 


did euill as hee accounts, becauſe it was againſt his .errour. Burnovy 
vree muſt folloyy him although againſt reaſon, and bring our povver 


in to bondage or elſc hee yvill tell vs , vvee reject the vyord. of God, 
and doe contrary to our ovyne article , hee relleth ys of qur teachers. 


ſpeech vpon his deathbed cancerning Chriſtian moderation, ſyerly,the 


beſt of vs doth, come to ſhorte of it often times, but vyhy did hee hina-. 
{elfeſo ſoone forger it, ſeing hee vvasſo vareſty in his errour.: forhee, 
vvastheire , and beard his yyords. But they yyhom hee aymethar to. 
my beſt remembrance yyas not their: ypan yyhom hee taketh this ces: 
caſion, to ſpeake things not conuenient , and tobring in another mans 
ſpeech yybich helpeth not him in his marter to make it good or extill;- 
neither will vyiſmen think it wiſdome in him,to ſet out mens inficmi-. : 
ties to the yyorld thinking therby to.couer his owne: And for the cauſs.. 
les troubles contrary tothe Layy and Goſpell, which hee ſpeaketh of, 
that is to be proued by bim, or they that can : vyhen yyeecome to, | 
The pointe. Hee {aith, the Church of Leyden hath plainly proued it. - 
100 ys. I knoyy not that they haue proue any {uch thing, But-one { 
thing 


AGAINST CONTENTION, 9 


Wee thing Iknow that they take things for granted that are not fo : as for 

: be« example Mr.S. faith that wee doe contrary to the letter of the 8. po- - 

be? fionin our Apologie,wher hee would make others beleeve that his 

bee + {innes in queſtion are,but matters of ſuſpe&ed euills, and not eyjlls in 

e as deed,yyherin hee ſtallfind himlelfe greatly deceiued when hee com- 

itt "Zttito the triall therof : and wher hee ſaith certain diſcontented bre- 

uſt» - ' thren made a meeting to change that ſolemne agreemet of the church, ; 
ance . theelder conſenting and afting with them, Anſwer : How can this | 4 
2per man cleare himſelfe from a i[[full yntrueth in this thing, ſeing theif gg po 

e in were diuers Brethren their and all vvitneſſe except one inan,that they wn flours ubioub 

1d an didnothing, but defired the elder thatin the writing of the letter that 4, 3 54 

Was hee ſioald be carefull to keepe to the true meaning and minde of the by | | 

1, {0 Church. : . in that their ſentence and the reaſon why they did fo deſir \ 

aine him vyas becauſe as they told the elder that ſome of thoſe feyy con- | 

they, K @rary minded brethren did peryert the Churches meaning alredy:and || 

| for. that one which indeuoured to ſecke and make matter about this mee- 


z>do- MW ting, yet in the | bonge.ou when the thing was in queſtion hee confeſſed \ 
eer-. + | layd., that their vyas nothing done or concluded by the brethren. | | 
the Now this man being one that was preſeat,and alſo being yery willing 
wee. .to.condemne the brethren, if he could haue Aon it, yet hee thus con= \ 

1OoVY teſfing, and all the brethren teſtifying as before is fayd, and denieth 

Ver Mr, S. accuſation, and Mr. S. bath bin told of theſethings although 


30d, | hee bath thus written: and doth hee not know, tharif a thing bee de- ; 

hers |. :nyed by on man, inany ate donethar hee is accuſed of that onel ſay 

:.the -cannot be condemned , but by the mouth of tyyo conſtant witneſſes: 

zine. how then i5this man guiltles which vyould condemne many, and yet 

rhee Dot hauing one conſtant witneſſe: & for that which hee ſairh the elder 

itto. & _brivging theTetter was blamed for writing contrary tothe Churches — _. 

5.06». joint agreement,and his owne promiſe would not hee make the reader X 

ans * veleeve that the Church blamed the elder ; becauſe their agreement fonenn os PA a 
gill-: . was altered an that therfore the letter was tourned backe apain : But / | | 


cri. MY , Yvas it not hee that blamed the elder, and the other three brethren 
auf. BY .that ftod with him, for their yvas no more at that time that I can re- 
thof BE . member: But for the Church they knew their oyyne minde and ex- 


eto.  ;<cptcdof it as their. owrie minde to condemne the Couenant,. But be- 


ic, Y ,<auſe M.S. and another were produced for witneſſe, and hee refuſed 
one & and layd the other yvould nor do it neither :- therfor was it willed 
bing Y ©: 4 RE bats the 
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the elder to put that thing out : and this was the tourning back of the 
letter. But hovv collerable doth hee ſett it doyvne to make it. fayer | 
for bis porpoſe : much like the diuells ancient oracle vyhich might LJ - | 
rourned tyvo yvaycs,for hee telleth the reader, it was blamed, but hee 
telleth not by whome it was blamed, hee faith ir vvas tourned backe; 
But hee telleth not yvherfore the Church tourned it backe; & wher 
—Theclaith, that rhe elder vyis vvilled to writ the firſt peacable agree- 
: it may be hee might ſo plead or ſo ſpeake, but that the Church 
did ſo, it is not true : Burt as befor it hath bin ſignified, and why doth 
hee thus : is it not becauſe hee would haue the reader to vnderſtand it 
vyas becauſe his errour vvas condemned which in deed yvas nor: fo: 
and I am perſuaded hee dares not ſay otherwayes —_—_ bee bath 
thus written. But their is one thing more to be ſpoken of : ' which is 


4-tbat hee and ſome with him , would bear vs downe : that the Church 

= / Lye Y did not condemne the Couenant at the firſt, but left ir vnjudged: to 
« = 4 BY Cl this I anſwer divers things briefly, & firſt I ſuppoſe that hee knoweth, 
= that vpon his clamours and ſome vvith him that then the-ſentence of 
the Church was called , vyhich gaue their ſentence : that they con» 


demned the Couenant the firſt daye : 2, his oyvne freinds vyhich as 

hee ſayd witneſſed for him : they I fay tourning their mindes about 

towards Mr.'S. they made 6.or 7. yyeckes contention,ſaying that he 

_Churches ſentence vvas altered , and yvby , Tayd they, 5" 

word falle was added in the letter : therefore ſayd they the Church 

condemned the Couenant ſufficiently by other words, Butthe vyord 

falſe was auoyded for offence ſake : thus it went on 6.0r 7, weekes till 

the letter was looked into, and then it vvas found that the word falſe 

was not their, But to the thing in bad this is the teſtimony of bis owne 

| friends, but that which wee ſay or his ovvne freinds haue ſayd is na« 

DE thing with him for hee will goe one needleſly to endlefle contention, 
3. needletle I ſay , for it” it had bin as hee fayeth. that the Church 

| had not condemned the Conenant the Eirft day , becaule they vvould 

: ud O " "rot offend thoſe few brethren : if then thoſe few brethren , made an 

— Euill ys of it: T hs the Church had power to condemne it,afterwards 
fortheir owne preſeruation both of their res , and 0 the erueth; | 
aFTDFOepmpelled the Chure toconſent : yvasit not becauſe it was 

theiroyyne minde. to condemne the Couenant. But had the -Charch 
don as hee faith in that thing : then Iſfay had hee done as the cher + 


— 


AGAINST CONTENTION. It 
faith to lay a ſnar in Mizpha, 4.lett not. bim thinke that this Samari- 


f.the | raneſt Cogcnant ſhould haue that þ! prixiledge which circonciſion had 
kayer ' which was the Lords Teale of old to belaid downe in honnour , yer 
hr LI whenit was abuled, the Apoſtell left the vie thereof, and yvGuld not 


thee ive place for one hower : but is it a thing lickly that when the elder 
icke; nada the letter to reade it, being but a weeke betweene that none 
her WK of the Church could minde that the ſentence yvas altered , but hee & 


2rees them fevy yvith him for hee Fnoyys their is freedom of exception to 
arch wml, but one thing more Is to be obſerued Concerning the difference 


doth "betyveene the dealing of this men, and thoſe brethrev yybom hee ac- 
nd it cuſerh in that meeting , for vyhen his matter vyas in the publique hee 
ro: ' refuſed todebat the matter, but vyQuld haue it tourned to priuate,but 
bath - } thoſe brethren whom hee acculeth,* did not only lay dovyn yyhar they 
ch is did in that their meeting, but offered themſelfes to the triall of all that 
zurch ifany could ſhevy it to - otherwayes they ſhould do it : and not only 
: to once,but divers times yyas this inqueſtion and allwayes they offering 


veth, *themlelfes to triall, | | 

ce of © And vyhereas hee ſpeaketh ofa thing yet worſe, for either the elder 
CON» alone or theſe priuy counſellers vyith him, ſtod not to this ſecod agree- 
ich.as ment the Church made, but yyrote another with alteration, addition, 
about and diminiſhing : beſides the Churches knowledge and conſent, and 
atzhe ſent it for the churchs minde and a&, Anſwer firſt, yyher bee ſpeaketh 
ethe of the ſecond agreement, I knoyy but one agreement, tyyiſe ſpoken 


hurch of,and the occaſion is manifeſted before,tyyo if the alteration which 
ryord - Thee [peakettrof; hid bio by him ſett doyvne : then it may be it would 
es till appeareto be , but that yybich hee bad commiſſion from the Church 
| falſe to doe,as he himſelfe granteth in ſome thing,but vvberas hee ſpeaketh 
owne of adding and diminiſhing, theſe things are yet toproue, for I knovv 
isno- EU notofany ſuch thing : neither any man that I knoyy of did ſee the 
tion, letter or gaue any counſell concerning it, after it cam from the publi- 
burch WF que, bur the elder himſelfe. | - 

vould But yvyheras hee ſaith that they were caſt out vpon a'very faſpjcion 
de an that a fevy of them met to writ to contradi& the Churches ation. - 
wards Anſwer , I can not but marudll at him , that hee ſhould thus ran into 


ueth; WI this vntruth to ſay that it yvas but ſuſpicion; did nothee| fecon- 
it was Tefle, yea of hiralelfe manifeſt, both to the elder,” and 
barch F before itcame tothe Church beſides ſome that heard the letter reade, 


op her & WK B2 ” and 
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therfore he r inking his errour is a trueth, it may be bee thinketh ſo to 


matter in the Church the falfe information of the elder, and that tyyo 


vyhac doth hee call the falſe information of the elder, I hope hee knows 


<onſequently contrary to that trueth, vyhich the Church maintained in 
The letrer : yvas it not this that the elder informed the Church of; 


vvould gjue the reader to vnderſtand, as if all that thoſe tyyo had got. 
to their meeting , vvere at the firſt knowne yyheras in deed it vvas. 
otheryyayes : for although it was knoyyne that they had 'a meeting to 


that porpoſe, yet cuery particular perſon yyas not then. knowne, but 


thoſe tvyo oppoſites made knowne themſelfes ro the elder of the 
Church pretending to him as if they yyould ſubmit it to correRion: 
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theelder refuſed to meddle yvith it himſelfe , but told them thar it 


' buryyvhenit vyas propounded and laid downet 
©T0 anlwer or to debat the matter, nor yer to deliuer vp the letrer : and 
the reaſon that they pretended yvas ,  becaule the elder in the laying 
dovyne of the matter ſayd that that vyhich they had done vvas athing 
ofan euillnott, and yvas this a ſufficient reaſon to refuſe to debar the 
"matter : vyhat iFThe elder had done like Moſes Numb. 32, 14. or like 


all theſgivvere direQly charged vvith heauy charges and they vvere 
clears, yer did they Chriftianlik debat cheir matters, 8 cleared them- 


” 


#T ; 


ſs 


\ YA jc 


deceiue the reader, ſo likevviſe hee calleth the laying doyvne of the 


of them vvere ſingled out, and {eleftedfrom the reft, Firſt I anfvver, - 
eth that both bimſelfe,& ro other yyith him did manifeſte to the elder 
themſelfes that they had vvritten in oppoſition to the Church , avd {6 


bee allo faith that tyvo vvere ſingled ont from the reſt , -in yyhich hee 


yl | - Ma - ——— : 4 n 
I > _parteined to the Church;they conſented to have it come tothe churchz. 
- 1eir, then-they refuſed . 


the meſſenger of the Church, Ioſua 22. 48: or like Ely r. Sam. 1.14. 


= ſclues, bur thele oppolires vyere,bnt touched 8 preſently they kiked; 
andTo full lied he common prouerb thatagalled horſe alle is ſoon. 


harte ;cheyDught rather to haue approued-themſelfe. or -robaue 
bem | 


- ſubmit ſelyes.o rhe meanes ro comeourof theirſinne, ayDa- 
—adTaith Þ fallen Eris, Let the righteous{mite mee , it ſhalkbe:s | 
— I i 0 | | kindnes; ", 
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Marth: 18; dealt with all, therfore they refuſe 


fafre yyords, ſaying that ityyasathing of an euill nott, 
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AGAINST CONTENTION, 1; 


kindnes : and let him reprone mee, it ſhall be an excellent oyle which 
ſhall nor breake my head. Wher was their pretended committing it 
ra corretion when ypon ſo little occaſion they refuſed triall in the 
11ghtFlaeEWhere it ſhould be tried, And for that ſpeech which hee 
faith the informer ſpeake that it might be holy,juſt 8& good: for oughe 
_ hee knew , this was a ſpeech Token ro prouoque him.to anſyyer 
whilles they were a reaſoning together, And the belt of vs may eſcape 
s ſome times in reaſoning that will not ſtand: yet is not this man 

the clearer for all that, Et 1, 

* But where faith that the matter was folloyved by interrogatories 
to finde out finne. Anſwer : finne was found when his voreſtynes in his 
errour was found,and this being novy manifeſted , and Iayd doyyn to 

:zhe Church, wee needed not make much cerching to find the finne,bur 
rather to vie the beIF meanes wee could to draw them out of their 

ſinne which then did appeare : and hoyy could this be done, but their 

muſt be queſtiss or demandes,or as hee termeth them interrogatories, 

and alitrle after hee callerh them intraping demandes, but hee muſt 

not ſhifte rhe thing fo , for did not hee alltogether refuſe to debat the 

matter in the publique , ſaying they were not according to the rujl 
It wi : ] d to debat % matter in 

tbe public ue, and hee knoweth vyel, tharwhen any is asked a que» 
ſtion”; GOT Rat ener or reaſonable they may , and doerefule to 


anſyyer ,. and ſo might hee have done if hee could hane ſhevyed yn= 
Jawfull queſtions, bur in'thar bee did refuſe allrogether to anſwer or 


to debat, the matter therin was their ſinne of 6ppoling of gpoterament, 
and: hoyy contrary vvere they in this tothe ſeruants of God of old: 
Numb. 32.14.15;16. loſua 22.21, Who although they were charged 
with-heauy charges and -had'not ſinned,yet they anſyyered and cleared 
themſelues, Burt theſe although they had finned , yer they refuſed to 
debat or to anſyver , and negle&ed the meanes to come out. o = 
Hnne : and for his ſaying it vvas contrary to Matth, 18.” I refer'the 
reader to the anſyver of his poſtſcript, Hee ſaith that they wete caſt 
out without knowledge off 

they had neither donthe thing ſo fuſpe&ed nor intended it.,% 

I ſtill except apainſthis-word Tuſpedted ;for the thing-was pla 


ypon'them : for alrbough ar the firſt it was caried'yyith! 
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es, 8 alſo that they pretefted ſolemnly, 
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' which I hauegiuen ſome anſyyer before, Burt where bee chargeth' vs 
es ; | with 
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ought to anſwer euen to apparences of euill in ſuch publique matters 


-of the Charch as this was , and Teing they didrun vntoſuch an a&ion, 
"They ought to an[wer, andto that end yvas loſua 22.and 1,Thel.5.22. |; 
bone Lim ſhewing that Chriſtians ought to keepe themſelues 


om apparances of euill : the other Scripture ſhewing that if a Chri- 
ftian doth any thing that ſeemeth contrary to the Law of God, they 
ought to cleare themſelues, and to this was added Ates 11. whr* 
Petter cleared himlelfe; bart all this could not perſuad thern to anſyyer 
and to debat the matter, ſo when they till refuſed : their finne was 


condemned by Epheſ,4.3.4. and x. Cor. 3. 3. and other Scriptures, # 


and by theſe Sctiptures was their fa&ious or vnlawfull meeting -con- 


demned as their refuſall too anſvver vvas condemned , as befut * 
is Thewed : Tothen finne was knowne before they vvere caft out: * 
but what is that vyhich hee proteſted they had neither done nor * 
intended it befor I baue ſhewed hovy they oppoſed the Church in the 
trueth, in thattheir vnlayvfull meeting , to the yybich I ad this: | 
they that maintaine an errour doe ſinne Reu, 2, 14. they that ſeduce | 


to errour doth ſinne verſ,20. they that ſequeſter apart of the church 
againſt the church,the church maintainin the —_ doth ſinne Rom, 
TG: T7. andallthis did they in that meeting, therfore when wee knew 


"oftfiefr meeting to conferme that Jetter : yvee knew that all this vyas 
by them commurted : butt may be hee will excepte , and ſay that the 


_._thing vyas not ſolayd downe to them ar the firſt as now I doe, that is 
Leu ,but were not tney the caule of that that It was not,leing they re. 


fuſed todebat, the matter or to anſwer as I haue ſhewed therefore the 
Inne was condemned in the generalls ,as I ſhewed before. But hoyy 


ſhall wee vnderſtand his proteſtation concerning his intendement , it: 


may bee hee did not intend any euill, 8& why becauſe hee minded ir ts 
be good,&e for the trueth : but wee meddle not with his interidement, 
bur with his ation. Petter though hee intended good whenTee pat= 
Tuaded the Lord Telus not to ſuffer atTeruſalem. Burt therin hee was 
an inſtrument of Satan to ouerthrow the ſaluation of all Gods elece, 
if Satan could haue preuailed by him,and as Petter good intend could 
not beare him out , ſeeing his deed was euill , yea although it was his 
ipfiorance , ſo will not his good intend belpe him, {eing his deed yyas 
euill: Hee goeth one vvith many clamours after his manner , -to the 
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yvith partiallity for ſpearing of ſcandallous euills leaſt our euill com- 


bination,ſhould be weakned diſcouered or broken. Anſwer, if all that - 


L aich this man faith were true, it might make vs appeare euill in the 
eyes of men : to the which end hee ſettes it out : that hee might coller 
his owne euills,but wee muft minde it to be the fruites of Th, Re 
his loue token thus to do, for hee bath told vs in the beginning of his 
booke that therefore hee bath ſett out Mr, Anſworths ſermon, 

- Bur would hee haue done Mr. Anſworth that injury , but vpon this 


& occaſion hee might alſo power out bis malice againſt vs : bur ro the 
® thing in band, I conſidered in my ſelfe what hee did meane by thoſe 


andalous euills, butI could not minde what hee aimed at, fo I asked 


J M. S. vvhat bee did meane by theſe ſeandallous ſfinnes hee ſpeake of 
Z inhbis booke, but hee (ſhifted mee of and would not tell mee; now what 
3 dealing is this that a man vyvill ſett out to the world ſuch reproches, 


and refuſe to manifeſt them to one that might vſe meanes to helpe 
them, if their bee any : but let honneft men judge cf this bis doings. 
Hee faith further that irregular proceedings haue made our brethren 
in all places to hange downe their beads, and hee faith wee haue bin 
plainly certified from ſundry churches, Anſyver that wee baue bin ſo 
certified _ ſundry _— I know noſuch thing. a pA his 
manner-if on manlet a word fall, hee will apply it to all, as lee the an- 
ſoer to his Poſtſcript : now true its, that 2 Chu which received 
himto them by Tis Samaritaneſh Couenant, they indeed do take his 
part or elſe they muſt condemne themſelues, but for any more I knoyy 
nat any : But if it were ſo, it would not make him cleare in his matter; 
therfore let him leaue theſe clamours , and ſtand to the cauſe in diffe- 
rance, that.To hee may either approue himſelfe or fall vnder it. And 
wheras hee ſaith now Tor theſe , and the Tike offences dluers that were 
of ys turn the backe ypon vs, and berake themſelues to liue at large,as 
if now the dore of indifferency or libertiniſme were ſetr open, that ix 
matters not whome they heare or wher they walke. 


THE COVENANT EXAMINED. 


+ brink ANSWER. 


—_— ſpy the liuing at large of diners that hane receiued..the 
crueth which novy haue declined, and can hee finde noother _ 
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ſion yvhich they take for their ſtumbling , but thoſe things which hee 
ſpeaketh of : for thoſe yvhich hee hath ſet down, Irefere the reader ta 


the anſwer giuen, but I can nam ſome friend of his , who hath rathi. . 
opened the dore of indifferances wherby many hath taken occaſion to 


decline, Bur firſt I fay tobim,is not hee the man himſelfe, which hath 
made a pathe way for {uch libertins in the maintaining of that Coue 
Tant of deſemblarion in the which hee vvould bring light and darknes 
In to one habitarion,in that hee yyould makes belecue that antichri- 
TMians nener Teauing their antichriſtian eftat, are fit matter for to make 
a true Couenant with God, and that they can make a true Couenanr, 
and ſo become viſible Chriſtians, & not only ſo, but alſodaily praiſe 
their pretended Couenant and keepe their communion in their anti« 
chriſtian aſſemblies yyhole in deed they are, if theſe be not the right 
Samaritanes in their praRiſe thenler the indifferantjudge : But hoyy 
contrary is this ynto the Scriptures, Matth.3.6. 2.Cor.s6. 14.17.18, 
Reu.4$. 4. which ſhoweth vnto vs : that God doth receiue ys into 
Communion ypon this condition,to come out, and to ſeparat from the 
falle vyayes of the yyorld and leaſt our corrupt fleſh ſhould put diffe- 
rant, and ſotake an occaſion to continue in any one falſe yyay more 
then another , therefore ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, and rouch no vn« 
cleane thing and I willreceiue you , and I vyill be a father ynto you, 
and yee ſhall be my ſones and daughters, faith the Lord almighty, If 
the Lord hath made this condition,as it is cleare hee hath, who ſhould 
not feare to plead rhe contrary or fo to praQile : moreouer did not 
they that were baptized confeſſe their ſinnes. Matth, 3. 6. And vvas 
nor baptiſme to them in the true Church are newing of their Coue- 
nant in Chriſt then come, and they that were not in the true Church 
before did they nor enter intoa Couenant, with God in Chriſt, yyhen 
they were baptized, and was it not don vntoall ypon the confeſſion of 
their ſinnes > how comes it to paſſe then that theſe men before name 
eing vnleparated, and vvalking in their publique ſinnes ſhould be 
pleaded for tobe ſufficient Couenantmakers, & that they haue made 
a true Couenant with God,let not any thinke that this diſtin&ion will 
helpe them inThis cauſe to ſay that they. walke in the trueth,, fo far as 
rhey ſee or ynderſtand : fuerly this is a very crooked , and a yneuen 


meaſur to meaſure our obedThice ynto our creatour. But ſhould the 
commandements of the bleſſed God bee limited, and bounded veto 
| the 


*%- wo a 
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the blind vnderſtanding of finfull man, or as if the ſpirit of God had 
ee not Tefre ſufficient deredionvito v5—ciker hoy Sega with whome 


-_ to walke inſuch publique matters of religion, in the which theſe anti» 
Ke. coriſtianidolaters hauelefle to ſay for themſelues then thoſe their pre- 
to decefſors which were before them Exodus 32,which when they made 
th the calfe they had not the Lords order or direRion, for the Lords 
us *ublique worſhip as yer giuen vnto them : and therefor they ran into 
__ that greuious fin : Moyſes ſtaying long away as yerle the x, ſhoweth; 
an But the Lord hath not only giuen plaine order,and rulles in his yyord 
ke to theſe men: bur alſo hath raiſed many faithfull witneſſes, both by 
_ voice, and alſo by bookes to ſhovy the wayes of God , and todeclare 
ſe their ſinne yyhich they negle&,8 alſo reje&: but rocome too this man 
-_ yyho prepareth this pathe way in the maintaining of this Couenant, 
be liovy eate is it for Sattan to preuaile with any being poſſeſſed vyvith 
Y this errour whether they be in the falſe Church then their to vyalke in 
b, this way of defſemblation, and thinke to bleſſe themſelues as Naaman 
oy did 2.Kings 5.17. with two mules load of earth thinking to ſerue the 
- *Lordinthe land of Sirian , and that hee needed not to trouble him= 
© | felferogotoleruſalem: bur this being contrary to the commandemet 
" of God, Deut.12.13.14, and the Prophet ſeeing it ; and alſo' his ſod= 
__ dan and confuſed motions vyhich allthough hee profeſſed not to facri« 
z fices toany other God ſaue only to the Lord, But yet hee propoſed 
| and profeſſed to bow down in the houſe of Rimmon his maſters God, 
d and for that hee yyould aske pardon befor hee did it : now I ſay the 
* Prophetſeeing his ſodden, and confaſed motion bid him go in peace, 
4 charisfo nas lay; faryee well : as if the Prophet ſaw it not fit to 
h efolacaiotoabies norco dire& him to go to Ieruſalem where the 
p. troe place of yyorthip.yvas : andare not theſe Couenantmakers much ___..--- 
© like vato him, who in their confaled motions orcontiderations,thinke 
T they need not to leaue or forſake their anticbriſtian eftat, Bur their to 
remaine,8 thinke to bleſſe themſelues by a ſequeſtered meeting from 
2 theit brethren the antichriſtians on part of the day,and tocommunicar 
1 with them the other part of the day : but do theſe men thinke that by 
' ſequeſtering themſelues from their brethren to change their codition, 


Oh no, for as the Propher ſhoweth Haggi 2.14. that if a polluted per- 
lon touch any hollowed thing, he is ſo far from _— himſelfe cleane 
thecby,that hee maketh the holy thing yncleane,and lo not a_ube; 
| | of & -, 
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wherypon it yvill folloyy that their priuat yommting together, and ta- 
king to themſclues the ordinances of God is fo far from fan@ifying of 
them,that they polut the holy things of God, whilles they tad in tþe#s 
anticbriſtian eſtat : or doe they thinke they are the nearer tothe Lord 
by vſing of vyords to make a Couenant, they remaining in their anti- 
chriſtian eftat , no.allchough they do it with great zeale and oath, yet 


it helpeth them not , as the Prophet ſaith , Hoſea 10, 4. They haue” 


ſpoken yyords {wering falfly i king a Couenant: neither lett them 
thinke , that Tt is*a lowable for themto ſert vp a miniftery in that 
eftat : for as it was ſayd vnto their predeceſſor Eſra. 4. 3. it is not for 
you, bur for vs to build the houſe vnto our God : and if the Lord did 
{o deteſt the old Babylon vyhich was, but the tipe of this antichriſtian 
Babylon that their ſhould not be a ſton taken, Ierem, 5x. 26, neither 
for corner nor for foundation, yyho ſhould not be afeard to manna 

the ſtones of this ſpirituall Babylone, to bee fit matter for the Lords 
houſe. But hovy doe theſe men blefle themſelues ſome thing like ynto 


theſe men ſtanding in theirantichriftian eftat, thinke themſelues yyell 
now,ſfeeing they haue imitated the order of the church of God in their 
priuat meetings, Butthat 1t may the better appeare that theſe are the 
right ſucceſſors of the Samaritanes, I vvil compare them together. 
Firſt the Samaritanes they toke it one them toſerue the Lord, 2,Kings 

I 7.33. Bur they ſerued their idoles allo. So theſe Conenantmakers 
they roke it on or pretended to ſerue the Lord in their Tequeſtered 

* priuat meetings from their brethren the antichriſtians , andſo preten. 
ded to ſet ypthe Lords ordinances, but with all they would not forſake 
the antichriſtian eſtat, but walk in both together , and ſo continue as 
the Samariranes did, 2, The Samaritanes thus abiding in their con- 
fuſion or mixed religion, yet when the people of God retourned out 
of captiuitie they preſented themſelues, vnto them to be in vnion and 
communion, and profered to build with them, teſtifying that they did 
ſeeke the Lord their God as they did,faying alſo that they had Eſra 4+ 
, 2. ſacrificed ynto him from their firft planting in Sawaria : So like= 
wiſe theſe men although abiding in their mixed religion and confu. 


enige eſteeme it to be the true way of God,and would be eſteemed. 


of thoſe that are ſeparated to be their brethren, and profeſle their way 
and 
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and courſe to be the building vp of the houſe of God; taking ypon 
them the name of a true Church. 3+. Although theſe Samaritanes 
#cre not accepted, bur refuſed, yet did ſom of them indireQly creept 


| Into communion with the people of God : So ſome of theſe creept into 


communion indirectly,pretending that vyhich they were nor, in the 
which this man was -— chiefe, firſt as I haue before ſhowed when hee 
creept into Mr, Lees people into their communion, and after that cam 


, ouer heare, and yyould haue had communion with ys : but hee mo 


himſelfe to haue reſiſtance heare, after this hee vvent to Leyden, an 


? . . * # 
_Creept into that Church, and ſo made of them a bridge to git in ynt 
vS. 4. The Samaritanes in their corrupt eat fathered themſelues 


ypon thie ancient Patriarches of the Church, Iohn 4. x2. 20, and con- 
tended with the true Church as hauing the tryeth with them: Solike. 
wiſe theſe account their mixed eftatto be the true vyay of God, and 
condemne ys for yyholly ſeparating from the falſe Church : and con- 
tend yvithys forit, 5, Although theſe Samaritanes vyere thus cor- 
rupt in their eftat, yer had they attained ynto the cbiete pointes of 
Hith concerning the Mefſias , as may appeare by the ſpeech ofthe 
Woman Iohn 4.25;vvhich yyas one not ftricke in life, verſ.x 8-6 con- 
uerſation, I ſay, if ſhee vyhich yyas buta Woman, could ſay ſo much, 
what may wee thinke was amongſt the other Samaritanes ; and alſo 
wee may ſee how fey they receiued Chrift, as verl. 39.6 42. thow- 
eth,and yet for all thoſe points of Do&rine which they had receined, 
notwithſtanding they were condemned by our Sauiour Chrift, Iohn 


4422, as worſhipping they knew not what : which teacheth ys how to 


judge,and eſteeme of ſuch-mixed religions. And now theſe Couenant- 
 "Inakers allthough they agree with ys in the chiefe pointes of faith, yet 


ſeeing they continue in Tir corrupt eſtat , being vnſeparated from. 


the falſe Church,wee are caught of Chriſt how to efteeme of them,and 


Toleaue them to be the ſucceſſors of the Samaritanes , and their right 


eires, Now this is the Couenant which Mr, S, maintaineth,and for 
the which hee ſo ddftored himſelfe when it was condemned : and doth 
not hee lay afar ground to keepe men in the way of deſemblation,and 


ſo to remaine in the falſe Charch by the maintaining of this Couenant: 
yee,& tobe a [nare to ſuch as haue lefr them,if ance they be poſſeſſed, 


with this errour, and let vs take himſelfe for an example,for although 


"hee had lefr the Church of England, bothas it was a national] Church, 


C 2 | and 


"*% < 
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= had communion with them,and baptized his child wirh them allo: 
and vyhy went hee not zaRer oth allomblies [orig th thar is their 
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hath declined or apoſtated, is ig not more probabell or rathe; 
that they haue taken their ground from Mr, Ro, their Paſ 


and alfo the Pariſhes holding, both to be falſe, and being-come fo far 
reaſon ſhould haue taught him, neuer to baue to doe with ſuch a Sa- 
maritaneſh people againe in Church communion,ſfeeing they remaing 
as they did ynleparated : yer ſince hee was caſt out from vs, hee went 


moſt praper Church eſtat, they being yet vnſeparated, and for that 
their priuat meetings it is, þut a ſcbiſme in Babell, & inthat their do- 
ing they make a breach in both eſtats, both in their antichriſtian eſtat, 
and in their pretended ſeruing of the Lord,2,Kings 17.33. 34. as th 

Holy Ghoſt ceſtifieth of their predeceſſor. And further I fay to - 
concerning his clamours,who of our Church hath tourned their backe 
ypon vs excepte thole which hee is the cauſe of about theſe troubles i 
queſtion, vyhich hee through much labouring , and others with 
hath inticed:but if hee meaneth thoſe of the Church of Leyde; 


aa ocodgac ft» . 


hath opened ſo many pathe wayes: for them firſt jn ſerting 
for priuat communion Vvith hy members of the falſe Chi 
the maintining of hearing in the aſſemblies to be no c 


3. in the maintaining of this Samaritaneſh Couenant : 
booke called Apologie , bee doth not only vvith {mort 


*Iuſtifica- darken the trueth , vvyhich formarly hee * maintained, But? 
=o ſaith plainly ſpeaking of the Church of England in the 58. page'Y 
7, Obſerue and hee ſpeakerh itin the name of the Church of whom hee is Paſtor; 
moderaror Char their faith doth tot conſiſt in the c6demning of others, & wiping 
whichdr. rheir names our of the bead roull of Churches, And a little after bee 
to have, faith : neither requier yvyec of any ours in the confeſſion of their faith co 
that they either renounce or in one yvord conteſt vvith the Church of he 
England : in this it appeareth that hee is aſhamed, and runeth from | ke 
ſeparation, and of this his alteration hath the aduerſaries of the trueth FF The 
*An arrow taken nottiſe of , long before this laſt book came out foas I. P, ſaith, * atn 
| wy ſpeaking of his book,called the juſtification of ſeparation, | his 
of the Brun, Which hee ſett our in the defence of the trueth, it being a. good tut 
Fig vvorke , yet thus hee ſpeaketh of Mr, Rob. concerning ir that hee dic 


tix pluckes out ſome of the bowells thereof vvith his owne hands, _ the 
and now ſecing this 1s lo, why doth this — —— to lay the faulr .  bli 


YROB 
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ir ypon vs: which withſtand theſe errours, and therfore wee are ofhim, 

mw and them euill ſpoken of : bur as it is vſually ſeen thatſuch as rin from 

C 'their maſters doſpeake euill of them,ſo ſuch asdecline,doſpeake euill 

t of them that oppoſe them: &c therfore lett none merueill that wee are 

; euill ſpoken of by Mr. S, and by thoſe that affiſt him , : for ir hath bin 

Ir thus allwayes with the Lords people in former times, yeaeuenthe © « 

t Apoſtells of our Lord Jeſus hath thus bin dealth withall : and now to ,,/ AC | 

J- theſe oppoſites I ſpeak,wheras one of them twoo hertofor hath ſpoken . 7 X fe) "c - 

E to this effect, that if the Cauenant could be deſproued)that then they * "9 of « F 
e ought to acknowledge their EELIDG Fings , for the vyhich they | F" i Fl 1 
N -rerEcaſt out : and although bur one of them = it, yer ſeing hee 1 © /P 4 
e Tpeirtfictruem, and as it ought to be therfor, I wiſh them bothto wo Eon nnen b 


apfider it, and forvs it the Lord giue repentances ynto them wee * 
>olad , and honld our armes open to recejue them : but alas /+ 
e is their of it,ſceing this man hath ſo many times imitated 
of Abſolom yyhich yyent in to his fathers concubins, that 
haue no hope of reconciliation between them : ſo the 
h hee printed his contention to the world, as if hee did 
inue an adverſary, and therfore by theſe hee bideth bat- 
s cauſe were better then it is., yer great is the euill hee 
cauſing the name of the Lord to beſcandelled, Another 7 
Thich hee maketh for libertines 1s in the maintaining of bis} 
o anſwer which is before ſpoken of , by yvhich preſident of 
Ee {ce the euill effect that hath followed , for ſuerly by his exam- 
ple the lowe ones of the Church, and ſuch as are corrupted begin to 
"oppoſe that diligent watch as ought to be keept in the L6rds houle, 
and with his example, and his buſſie writing,and printing,and-priuate 


Lo WW os 


1 corrupting of mens minds Jabouring tocorrupt all that hee thinketh, o_ 

| hee can worke vpon as by experiance wee haue ſeere, and in deed nos 

L keeping to the things as they are, as I haue ſhowed before, Therefore - 

) that his = in this point may the better appeare, I will briefly declare, [of | 

: and diſtingeſt betyveen priuat and.publique matters, and then apply TY of 

| his cauſe vnto that which it apperraineth vnto, Firſt T find in the Scrip=- g wow © VE vi] 

ture that the Lord both vnder the law, alſo in this time of the Goſpell ,X<x ao t ht | 

; did ſo prouide , that all his people ſhould bee preſerued from giuing Goes po | | 

BE theniſclues liberty to ſinne, both ſins of priuat nature , and alſo of pu- 1 

; -Y blique: the generallof this Ifind in Leuir, - 9-17 which ſeraech _ p 
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and alfo the Pariſhes holding, both to be falſe, and being come fo far 
reaſon ſhould haue taught him, neuer to haue to doe with ſuch a Sa- 
maritaneſh people againe in Church communion,ſeeing they remaing 
as they did ynleparated : yer ſince hee was caſt out from vs, hee went 


| and had communion with them,and baptized his child wirh them alſo: 
and vyhy went hee not rathertothe allemblies,{een hat is their 


moſt praper Church eſtat, they being yet vnſeparated, and for that 
their priuat meetings it is, þut a ſcbilme in Babell, & in that their do- 
ing they make a breach in both eſtars, both in their antichriſtian eſtar, 
and in their pretended ſeruing of the Lord,2,Kings 17.33. 34. as the 
Holy Ghoſt ceſtifieth of their predeceſſor. And further I fay to him 
concerning his clamours,who of our Church hath tourned their backe 
ypon vs excepte thole which hee is the cauſe of about theſe troubles in 
queſtion, yybich hee through much labouring , and others with him 
hath inticed;but if hee meaneth thoſe of the Church of Leyden,which 


hath declined or apoſtated, is ig not more probabell or rather to plane 
that they haue taken their ground from Mr. Ro, their Paſtour which 
hath opened ſo many pathe o__ for then firſt in ſetting out a book 
for priuat communion Vvith the members of the falſe Church, 2, in 
the maintining of hearing in the aſſemblies tro be no communion, 


3. in the maintaining of this Samaritaneſh Couenant : 4. in thar 
booke called Apologie,' bee doth not only vvith ſmoth vyords 


*ruſtifica- darken the trueth , vvhich formarly hee « maintained, But alſo hee . 


rionof ie-. ſaith plainly ſpeaking of the Church of England in the 58. page , *% 


paration, OP : 
* Obſerue and hee ſpeaketh it in the name of the Church of whom hee is Paſtor; 


this is ti 73" —_ ” . yg 
moderator Chat their faith doth not conſiſt in the codemning of others, & wiping 


which Mr. their names Our of the bead roull of Churches, And a little after bee 


honed [ith : neither requier - yyec of any ours inthe confeſſion of their faith 
that they either renounce or in one yvord conteſt vvith the Church of 
England : in this it appeareth that hee is aſhamed, and runeth from 
ſeparation, and of this his alteration hath the adnterſaries of the trueth 
*An arrow taken nottiſe of , long before this laſt book came out ſoas I. P, ſaith, * 
againſt the ſpeaking of his book,called the juſtification of ſeparation. 


ſeparation * : , - | 
of the Brun, Which hee ſett our in the defence of the trueth, it being a. good 


|38-59- vyyorke, yet thus hee ſpeaketh of Mr, Rob, concerning ir that hee 


openly. pluckes out ſome of the bowells thereof vvith his owne hands, 
and now ſeeing this 1s To, why doth this man indeuour to lay the fault; 
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Ty ypon ys: which withſtand theſe errours,and therfore wee are ofhim, 
b- and them euill ſpoken of : bur as ir is vſually ſeen that ſuch as rin from 
& *their maſters doſpeake euill of them,ſo ſuch as decline,doſpeake euill 
t of them that oppoſe them: & therfore lett none merueill that wee are 
| cuillſpoken of by Mr. S, and by thoſe that aſfiſt him , - for it hath bin 
Ie; thus allwayes with the Lords people in former times, yea euenthe © « 
t Apoftells of our Lord Jeſus bath thus bin dealth withall : and now to ,,/ /Þ>C Þ; 
J- theſe oppoſites I {peak,wheras one of them twoo hertofor hath ſpoken .7. [9D "E «r 


"ST 
- 


to this effe&, that if the Couenant could be deſproued; that then they * 5-7: ods 
ought to acknowledge their euillLin the things , for the vyhich they gi f 6 by 
wereaatonrz and alchough but neo hem Jpeke it, yet ſeing hee {1 G1 4p $ 
Teirthictruem, and as it ought to be therfor, I wiſh them both to wa © pour 
conſider it, and forvs it the Lord giue repentances ynto them wee ? 4 £2 | 
ſhall be glad , and honld our armes open to receiue them : but alas Fad 
yyhar hope is their of ir,{ceing this man hath ſo many times imitated 
the praQtiſe of Abſolom vyhich yyent in to his fathers concubins, that 
ſo all ſhould haue no hope of reconciliation between them : fo the 
third time hath hee printed his contention to the world, as if -hee did 
meane to continue an adyerſary, and therfore by theſe hee bideth bat- 
tell : bur if his cauſe were better then it is., yer great is the euill hee 
doth therin in cauſing the name of the Lord to beſcandelled, Another © 
pathe way which hee maketh for libertines is in the maintaining of hi 
refuſing, to anſwer which is before ſpoken of , by yvhich preſident of 
FE ITT. effect that hath followed , for ſuerly by his exam. 
ple the lowle ones of the Chutch , apd ſuch as are corrupted begin to 
oppole that diligent watch as ought to be keept in the L8rds houſe, 
and with his example, and his buſſie writing,and printing,and-priuate 


corrupting of mens minds labouring tocorrupt all that hee thinketh, o_ 


hee can worke ypon as by experiance wee haue ſeene, and in deed nos 


keeping to the things as they are, as I haue ſhowed before, Therefore Jo 
that his {tm 1n this point may the better appeare, I will briefly declare, / os 
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and diſtingeſt betyveen priuat and: publique matters, and then appl F 
his cauſe . un that which it A I find in the 454 3 od woth | | 
| ture that the Lord both vnder the law, alſo in this time of the Goſpell xm t tt: | 
| did ſo prouide , that all his people ſhould bee preſerued from giuing Go fpoet po | | 
theniſclues liberty to ſinne, both ſins of priuat nature, and alſo of pu- 1 
blique::the generall of this Lfind in Leuit, 19-17 which ſerueth either =. | 
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for publique or priuat, the words are theſe : Thou ſhall not hate they 
brother in thine hart, but thou ſhalt plainly rebucke they neighbour, 
& ſuffer him not to ſinne, 2. Obſerue if the finne be of priuat nature, 

and committed priuate to the knowledge, but of one brother,then is 
that brother bound in priuat to ſhew the ſinner his ſin : and if bee hear 


and repent, their it muſt ſtay,and go no further.: Matth, 18.15. and_ 
ron.25.9, becauſehee is wone and a ſinner conuerted from going - 


aftray, and a ſoule ſaued from death Iames 5..20, Now I purpole not 
hear toſpeake of all the degrees of dealing for fin : bur only out of the 
Scripture to ſhow that which fiteth the preſent purpole in hand, Ther- 
fore 3, in thenext place obſerue that ſome ſinnes that are priuatly c6- 
mitted , 'are'not priuatly tobe ended by that: one that knoweth ir, as 
for example the intiſer to idolatry Deut.13.6.Andalfo the committer 
of idolatry Deut. x 7.2.3. which ſinnes the Lord would not baue keept 
lecret; = I 3.8. and which finneswas, and is the pleaſure of the 
Eternall that they ſhould not be keept ſecret, becauſe hee would baue 
| his people keept in their obedience ynto him as it is-moſt reaſon they 
ſhould aboue all things, and to preſerue his trueth : and for the pre- 
ſcruation of his people,and therefor the ſinner was to be brought forth 
that his people ſhould hear and feare, and do no more ſuch wick+ 
ednes Deut, 13.11. compared with x. Timoth.5, 20, and as in theſe 
tranſgreſſions the publique Church is to ſee the end therof. 4.So like. 
wile concerning the breach. of the ordinances that God gaue to the 
Church, that they parteine to the' generall tolooke vnto as vvee may 
_ſcein Aﬀtes 1t. 2. for hauing but heard that Petter had eaten yvith 


ſome yncircumciſed, rhey thought hee had broken the ordinances,and 


therfore not knowing of his yyarrant they looked ynto it,& receiued , 


his anſwer, yet vvas this done in a priuat houſe far of them, to wit, in 
Ceſaria, 5. Likewiſe for dofrine yyben any is maintained which is 
apainſt the faith in the generall, or againſt the ordinances pertaining 
the Chburches,this alſo belongeth to the publique afſemblie to looke 
vnto , as wee may ſee in Ates 21-22, in theſpeech of the elders ynto 
"Paule,which although their went a falſe report of him that hee taught 
the ewes that were amongſt the Gentills to forfake Moyles, yet wee 
ſee vpon that reporte they had right to come together to be ſarisfied 
how it ſhoul&ftand, bur that it was preucnted by Gods prouidence 
another way:Noyy theſe examples I hope will be ſufficient for the 


, - thing. 
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_of Chriſt, bur this man maintained an errour in that his factio - ap w , 
ing, and ſuch an errour which being received openeth a vyay to liber- ,  $ g,,2-, We 
INS, an 


rofefled to write : but preſently the elder gaue them to vnderfſtand, 
that if they did that then ſhey muſt anſwer it : and in deed isit a __ 
reaſonable that that vyhich yyasÞublique, and communicated ynto a 
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AGAINST CONTENTION, 23 
thing in hand : And now therefore I will compare his ſinne with ſuch 
of theſe cauſes as be of like nature, Firſt therfore his faCtious meeting 
agreeth with the inticer tg idolatry , Deut, x3. 6; in that hee inde- 
noured to corrupt the _—_ —— his errour be- 
fore proned, 2 Ts doe theſe twoo examples reproue his refuſing to 


anſwer, for neither of them had committed finne,yer had the publiquey__ —. 
right to hear the things cleared, yee although they were the Apoſtells Doc ys 


t eſtroyeth ſeparation : and ſhould not this belong vnto the oak 6» op # 
publique to bots vnto and as a publique thing : if it be ſayd their 7" þ g8 
fatious meeting vvas gathered in a priuat houſe , was not Pet- of 77, 
ters ation don in a priuat houſe alſo, and that far of from them a« wie " 

of Ieruſalem ? therefore ſuch things as theſe muſt not be limited, gut fa» 

to a priuat dealing. 3. Obſerue : bhoyy this had relation to the rofory ÞÞ 
publique naturally , for firſt it vyas the errour vybichthe Church did FIRE EvT 
beare with him in and therfore hee was to keepe bis judgment to him+ EB 
ſelfe,and nor fo corrupt other their with, alſo it being in the Church, 

and the Church bauing condemned the Couenant : one of them tvyg 


the whole body that one or two men ſhould gather apart of the church 
to poſleſle their mindes againſt the Church ; the Church maintainin — 
the trueth7 orin common reaſon ſHonld nor the Church knovy yvyhar A 
ja fu in way of oppoſing in that — _ =_ had _— T5, &.. 

and knowne all that the Church had don, ſuerly hee layeth ypon lome 
to be many mafters , but THis They caried themleſaes as if they were 
the Churches maſters : and I ſuppoſe they would haue taken it to be 
yery euill in the Charch to haue keept them out of the meeting , and 
not tolet them know what the Church did in that buſſines : but they 
were preſente as reaſon they ſhould, and did diſput to the vttermoſt 
of their power : but what would theſe men haue vs to thinke of their 
doing, vnlefle they would haue vs,thinke that they haue apriuiledge 
aboue others,if they baue then,let them ſhew it vnto vs : but ſuppole 
they can ſhow no priuiledge or true reaſon: for as all things of priuat 


nature may not be made publique without due orderyſo likewiſe _ | 
| yyhich- 
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34 A CHRISTIAN REPROFE 
yyhich is of publique natur , andis in the publique, ought not tobe: . 


oppoſed, and contredi&ted in the priuat T_ ynderhand dealing, ny 
== they ought , and ſhould be redy to ſheyv vyhat they do in ſuch 
kings of ſuch nature SE TITS": and wheras hee thus faith COnCcere 
- ning Paſtour and teacher : but what hope of ener ſuch yyorthies com- 
ing in when their is ſuch an hideous noiſe in the houſe by ſuch vnruly 
maſters, which cruelly ſmit ſome wound others, and caſt their deare 
brethren out at the windowes, Anſwer, {uch worthies as hee ſpeaketh 
of,[ hope through the mercy of God,when the Lord calleth them,will 
not be ſtayed, neither by ſuch ſattell oppoſſares ashee is knowing that 
inthe Apoſtells dayes, and in all ages the Churchs hath bin troubled 
with ſuch, nor yet with the weaknes or {innes, which breake forth in 
the Church : for all ought ro know that the Churchs of Chriſt,are ſub- 
jet to faile as no doubte, but wee doe in our beſt ations, but are theſe 
things true which hee ſpeakerh; of ſmiting & wounding , and caftin 
our deare brethren out aethe vvindowes, I hope hee meaneth himſelfe 
ſpecially for one that is ſo dealt withall :- noyy for the matter of his 
caſting out, I haue before ſhewed , and for the manner of his caſting 
out, hoyy can hee tearme it, a caſt out at the windowes , ſeeing it yyas 
done by the free conſent of the Church _: yea and- thoſe wy ec hee 
"now faith witneſſe for them, did not only conſente, but ſome of them 
haſtened the elder to caſt them forth, and then their owne alliance had 
not to ſpeake for them : therfore if his cauſe had bin good againſt the 
Church as it is not, yet might hee not ſo tohaue written: for is nat the 
going in or the caſting our at the window , oppoſit tothe going inor 
caſting out at the dor, as wee may ſee in Tohn 10, 1, and is their an 
planner manner of proceding then by the free conſent of the Church 
either to receiuc in or tocaſt out ; and was not.the inceſtious perſon ſo 
caſt our 1. Cor. 5. 4. yea and fo was Mr. S. caſt. this Charch,, 
and therfore caft out atthedore, and not at the window, And wher= 
"25 he faith that yvee haue been bold to vent our worſt, wee could ima- 
gine againſt him vpon all occaſion, how is this true that hee ſaith when 
as wee let him alone ſo many yeares , although hee hath don ys great 
£ injury, and charinprine a before © baue ſhowed, and much more 
,, could ſhew, if: Lwere of his diſpoſition. But what ſhall a man git by” 
but £*" ſuch things, but rather deſhonner the Lord, and the trueth,and ther«' 
foreI let many of. his clamours alone ynan{wered, becauſe I judge it: 
not 
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AGAINST. CONTENTION, 27 
not wiſdome tocontend in ſuch yaine contention, bei thatT 
em ogrationed to doe fo much as I haue done by him; beeſaich 
ad for your preſumptuous — Eternall eftat , the Lord 
for giue you, Anſwer, Hee yyould make the reader beleeuethat wee 
judge him a caſt away , and that no repentance ſhall be giuen to him 
of God: but hovy euilly doth hee dealein this rhing, itappeareth thus, 
Mr. S. after hee yyas caſt out yet came hee ordinarily cuery Lords 
day a great whille-and troubled vs very much with heauy contention, 
wher ypon as I to my beſt remembrance hard a brother ſay ,that it was 
doubtfull to him whether heedid nor Tinne againſt the Holy Ghoſt in 
that his doings : novy If the brother had ſpoken neuer ſo ablolur, yer 
yvas hee but one man, why doth Mr, S. ſpeakeas if it were the gene- 
call; but this is his manner : yyill I do deſfir that the Lord vvill giue 
him grace to ſhovy the contrary by repentance,but what an idle thin 
is chiy that hee will print ſuch a thing as this : this vvas but a ſpee 
ſpoken by one man, and hee ſhowing his judgment vpon Mr. S, euill 
—_ __ Te and alſo _ _ my a _ _ thinke _ 
this man, how hee ftraineth other things for his e, (ceing in chi 
hee dealeth fo _ : for toſett ers. one ni Gr in Tock tear- 
mes as hee thatTeadeth , may thinke it vyas the generall: and noyy I 
haue anſwered his Preface , wherin I baue lett alonediaers of his cla» 
mours, and admoniflions, for theſe reaſons folloyyings firk bis cla» 
mours and admoniſfions do return ypon himfelfe, his grounds being 
taken avvay , and ſv hee being anſwered in che main diffterances, 2. 1 
"am ynyvilling to follovy a man of his diſpoſition in ſuch idle conren- 
'tion in clamours and reproches , and in laying open of the infirmicies 
.of men to the yyorld , for I hage learned of Dauid not to tell of ſuch 
things in Gath , nor to publiſh ir in the ſtreets of Aſhekelon, leſt the 
daughters of the Philiſtians rejoyce:& I could have rewarded him-the 
like, but I ſpare ſuch things, and I am greened that by him I was pro- 
ucked ro ſpeake that little I haue done, but Fcould not vvell auoidit: 
letthe indifferant Reader judge. 3. If I ſhould go one vvith him in 
- ſuch vnproficable ſtrife, vyho vvould reſpe& to reade ir, but tocry the 
trueth out in the maine things indifferant, may bee profitable to rhem 
:that bane a loue vnro the trueth; and noyy to anfyyer to Mr. S. Polt- 
- ſcript ro the brethren abſent , in the yyhich hee ſhould have had more 
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care to ſett doyyne the trueth of things as they are, ſeeing hee meane 
to ſend abroad his voprofitable writings. 


Brethren it may hapely ſeem ſtrang to you , that the people hear 


complained of, ſhould be fo irregular in their proceedings, and ſo fin- 
gular as to reject the helpe of all , but ſince they had their reaſons , I 
thought it requiſite to giue them their due herein, the reaſon "we 
they proceded not by the rulle Matth. 18. vvas becauſe in this cauſe 
they had nothing to doe with it, but yyith Ioſua 22, and x. Theſl, 5. 


22, Anſyyer, I lay contrary to him that wee refuſe not the helpe of 
any as their is juſt occaſion,and therefore wee haue & do ſtill proteſle, 
that if any Church or Chriſtian can ſhow ys yyherin weeſinne in any 
thing, vveeare redy to heare them, but for this point lee the Anſwer 
to his Preface, vyher hee chargeth vs for reje&ing of our 38. Article, 
but let the Reader obſerue, hovyy hee doeth ſkoffe yyith his oyvne 
abuſing of vs , firſt obſerue that hee yvould take away ſtrange con- 


ceites out of the mindes of the abſent brethren, by the giuen to ys 
our due in the ſhoyying to them our reaſons, which reaſons hee 


 mindes to bee very vnſufficient for the buſſines in hand. 


Anſwer , and ſodoI minde alſo as hee ſettes them downe : there- 
fore I vvillobſerue his doings, firſt where hee faith the reaſon yyhy 
vyee proceded not by the rull Matth, x8. vyas becauſe in this cauſe 
they had nothing to do vvith it. Anſwer, bur is this all that wee haue 
fayd, haue wee not ſhowed wherin wee had to do alſo vvith Matth, 
x8. in this buſſines,for that rall hath three degrees,the firſt, the ſecond, 
& the third,& their is noſin handled in theChurch,which is not com- 
prebended in this rull,and this wee hold which is contrary to that that 
hee hath ſert downe, wheras hee ſaith; but with Ioſua 22. and 1.Theſfl, 
5. 22, bear wee are greatly abuſed alſo, for although Ioſua 22. is ef. 
feftuall for the buſtines in =; as after I ſhall ſhow, yet that in the 
Theſalo. is not of waighte for that hee {ettes it downe, neither yyas it 
to that end brought ; thoſe Scriptures was aledged tohim in the pu- 
blique when hee refuſed to debat_ the matter, the one prouing that 
Chriſtians ought to abſtaine from all apparences of euill, but ſeeing he 
had run into it, this Scripture being compared vvith Ioſua 22. th 

roue that Chriſtians ought tocleare themſelues in ſuch like cauſes as 
that vvas,” and as their example reprouethThem that yvould not fol. 


Toyv it, ſolikewiſe is the example of the Church of Iſraell an example 


and. 
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andrull for all Churches, to keepe the watch of the Lord, that his pu- 
blique ordinances ſhould not bee broken alſo. Wee find the like ex- 
ample in Ates x1, wher Peter ſubmitted himſelfe to the brethren ac 
Jeruſalem, clearing himſelfe and ſhowed his warrant , that hee vyas 
{ent of God:and now to ratifie tothe conſciences of all theſe Scripture 
alledged, looke inthe Phil. 3. 17. which fayeth ; Brethren bee fol. 
lowers together of mee : and marke them which walke ſo as you haue 
vs for an example, Now the Apoſtells, I hope, their writings are the 
commandements of the Lord : Who ought not to bee afraid toprac. 
tiſe the ny n noyy I ſay theſe Scriptures agree wich Matth, 18, 
\concerning all publique matters in the 3. place : therefore when that 


was ſpoken by one, that wee had not to doe in this cauſe with Matth, _/”* / 


"IF, it wasto bee ynderſtood concerning priuat finnes , and of priuate 
nature: therfore when wee ſaw how hee peruerted that parties mea- 
ning , then there were other anſweres giuen to cleare ir, as I baue 
ſhowed : if hejhath giuen to,vs our due in this,let the Brethren judge: 

and wher hee faith and the reaſon why they reje& all others helpe,was 


{ becauſe they ſayd they were contrary to all men, Anſwer, for reje&i 


of helpe FE haue anſwered before, but lett it bee obſerued how euilly 
hee dealeth hear yvith vs, firſt hee faith, they ſayd and hee knoweth ir 
vyas but one mans ſpeech, and therfore if it hath bin altogether a miſe 
"ſpoken, yet vvas it not the Churches : for heeknoweth that nothing is 
ES Churches, but that which is taken by voice or conſent yvith a ſpace 


SS —C— 


of falence :-and thatis to be reckoned the Churches a&e, and hee hath 


Sin told of this oftentimes, and yet both hear , and in other places hee 


thus abuſeth ys, moreouer although the words were not formable, and 
therfore not proper, yet hee knew his meaning yyhich yyas that all 
thoſe vyhich he ſtod to haue to judge of his cauſe, were contrary to vs 
in this buſſines : But to ſhow his euill dealing , letit be obſerued that 
heequoteth the r. Theſf.2. 15. wher the Apoſtell ſaith of the Jeyves 
vyho both killed the Lord Iefus,and their owne Prophetes , and haaue 
perſecuted ys away , and God they pleaſe not, and are contrary to all 
men. Now his quoting of this Scripture tohis ſpeech, before ſpoken 
of, and ſhowing no reaſon or diftin&ion,ſhould not men vnderſtand 
that that ſhould bee our alſo ; novy obſerue firſt hee taketh hold of on 
mans ſpeech,and maketh that the Churches, Secondly hee quoteth a 
Scripture at bis ovyne pleaſure , and that muſt bee our allo : is this to 
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22 A CHRISTIAN REPROPE 

-give ys or doe, then ler the Brethren judge. Hee faith thus, I refer my 
Hae to the indifferante preſente, vyberher I haue not letr downe their 
offences ſparingly, Anſwer, by the Replie rhat is giuen now vynto you, 
ler the indifferamt reader judge whether you haue not ſpoken laifeſhly 
and very euill doing wrong ynto your nei & ynto the trueth 
your ynprofitable writing , and now lett- the 


by cauſing alcanda 
brethren judge between vs, yeaand any indifferant alfo, and as for vs 
wee do acknowledge our offences and finnes are many, for the which . 


the Lord may jultly chaſtiſe vs many wayes, and allo it may beethe 
Lord hath bid Mr. S. to abuſe vs vvith his tonge, as hee bad Shimei 
tocurſe Dauid, 2, Sam. 26.11. But as Shimei was not guiltles although 
David hatÞroucked the Lord : neither is hee _ although vyee 
hane many offences; bat how do Iſee Adam in him poſting of his fin, 
nay I would hee did fo much as Adam, for although Adam did ſay the 
W oman thar thou ganeſt mee, ſhe gane meeof the tree : yet hee faith 
this alſo, and I dideat ; wherin lice did acknowledge hee had broken 
Gods command! If this man did fay fo much, I ſhould baue hope of 
bim : but what ſhall I fay, I doe defir that hee may doitfreely, and 
thar is all the hurt I wifhbim, | 
Before this formet anfwer yyas finiſhed , this man bath ſett out his 
third engion into the world,in the vyhich hee playeth the rowearspayt 
vyhich Ger out other mens colleres ,'to the end they may the eaſier 
furpriſe the marchants thips; the penner of this, after letter appeareth 
to bee Mr, Robinſon, who vyasforvyardenoughtto belpe this man 
in his corrupt eſtat,as it appeareth by this lerter : yer novy I ſuppoſe 
hee vvrit by his informarion, but wherher hee did or nor, if now.in the 
Ne rt, their bee thar Ipoken which pleaſe not his friends, and 
thoſe which confenred vnro this letter: then let them thanke this buſly 
man, vyhich ſer it out to rhe world; and letthem know whoſoeuer they 
be, that the traeth muſt bee preferred befor the reſpeC of any,be they 
few or many. | | | 
The Preface to the letter hath this cicle, an appeale on trueths be- 
halfe, what hee meaneth by truerh hee giueth ro vnderſtand at the end 


of his Preface, and reerrerh the reader rothe letter, vyyherby I vnder+ | 


ſand theſe 2; Firffbis refuſing ro anſwer , and his faftious meeting 
which hee calleth Tawfull, bur of thele 7; Pointes lett the Reader , 


obſerue the anſvver before: given , and. then it yyill appeare _ 
| paces tacle 


AGAINST CONTENTION, 


theſe defearueth no ſuch title , but cather to bee titled a plaeye 
againſtthe trueth, ; 


Here follow the Preface to the Litter, 


Ur oppoſites after much and long ftrugling as vvild creatures 

taken ina ſnar , perceiuing neither freind nor forenner , knoyy 

| -how toyeld them any reliefe, though they creept baſely for ir : being 
yerſet co hold it out trueth fayling them, Anſwer,. Now this man 


beginneth to ſhew himſelfe in his kinde, and obſerue, I pray, his diffe- - 


-rant cariape in the beginning of his leaſt booke before this , and alſo 
the firſt hee cometh yvith fare , ſhowes and woud make the yyorld 
beleeue that that which hee doth is all in lone, and therfore hee callerh 
vs Brethren , although.euen then hee did ys great injury, but vyhat 
maketh him to change his tune ſo quickly : it ſeemes by his oyyne 
wordsthe very ry, 26 wee porpole to makeanſ{yyer to his cla» 
mours:and novy how doth hee beftore bimſelfe, telling to all ro whom 
his writing ſhall come, that trueth faileth ys,and that wee are taken in 
a ſnare, and that wee can haue no reliefe with the reſt of his yanting 
words, and all this and more hee doth, before ſuch time gs wee baue 
put out any anſyver vnto him : therfore hee is more like wnto a vyild 
createur, or like ynto a-man that is yyilde in. condition , which hauing 
heard that his ennimy doth porpoſe to meete yvith him, preſently bee 
drayweth out his ſorde, and their with {miteth round about bim,and 
crieth out to his ennimy that hee'can not ſtand before him ; but yer I 
thinke hee ſhould hane- ſtayed himſelte , rill one combathad bin tried, 
and not this to haue vanted himfelfe. Well I will leaue it toconſide- 
ration whether Gaall Judges 9. 29. or hee bee the greateſt boaſteres, 
and if wee be as hee faith taken in a ſnare : hee wanteth not will to 
hold vs faſt, but I will grant im cobe the divells rare 1ayate as be- 
fore I baue ſhowed, and I allo grant : that hee and ſome with him hath 
In ſnared and troubled the mindes of ſome which -hath troubled vs, 8 
now that hee being a chiefe inſtrument im this our troubles , or ſtrug- 
ling as be tearmeth ir, let him-take the ſhame of it vnro himſelfe, and 
Jerhim and all know, that wee are commanded to ftriue erneftly for 
thefairh once giuen to the SainRs, Iude 3. and for vs I hope wee ſhall 
baus cauſe.to lay as the Plalorfaith , _ foule as a bird is —_ = 
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- of theſnare of the fowler , the ſnar is broken, and wee are eſcaped, 
Pſalm 124. 7- And for to looke for help at the bands of men , vyee 
leaue that vnto him which doth ſo Jabour for it ; and it ſhall bee ſuffi- 
cient for vs to hane the yyord of the Lord for our warrant, to ſatisfie 
the conſcience of all that feareth the Lord. __— WW 

And wheras hee ſaith that wee creept baſely for helpe or reliefe, I 
know noſuch thing , yet obſerue how contrary hee is vnto himfelfe, 
one whille hee faith wee reje the helpe of all, and hear hee ſaith that 
wee creept baſely;for reliefe , and neither of them are true , as bee 
would ap Reader tovnderftand, for I haue anſ{wered before 

 thatweereje& the helpe of none in due order , and as their is juſt oc- 
"calc 

And vyheras hee ſaith novy they vnconſciennably invent ſlanderes 
hoping after ſo long time paſt,they may now boldly change the cauſes 
of our differances, and ſay vyee were caſt out for a tempting tolead 


them to idolatry, andſo all wee baue publiſhed is no other thea lyes, 
vyhich they novy threaten to manifeſt to all the vyorld, 


ANSWER, 


Wee vvill leauethe inuenting of flanderes ynto bimſelfe , yyho 
hath ſo laueſhly let his tong,and pen run that way as bath bin ſhowed, 
neither will yvee change the cauſes of our differances, and therfore I 


haue laydjt downe before that they were caſt our, for a fa&ious or _ 


lawfull meeting. 2. For contempt of gouernmentTn their refuſall 
' to anſwer or to debat their matter , and 3. for contention in the man= 
ner of cariapes, theſe were the heades of their cauſes of their caſting 
out : Bur now doth hee thinke by this his clamours to ſtay vs that wee 
{hall not ſpeake, or lay open his fin in the perticulars as vvee haue juſt 
occaſion, yyhich is contained in choſe generall heads , and ſeeing hee 
would not debat his matter before hee yvas caſt out , but vvould haue 
it rourned backe in to priuat : therforealthough bee hear of it in the 
publique, vyee do him no injury, ſeeing hee adminiſters the occaſion, 
and if yvee ſhould not lay open the perticulars ro: proue the faCtion, | 
or volayvfull meeting, hee I ſuppoſe vvould take the aduantage ther- 
of; therfore Tet the Reader obſerue the anſyyer before giuen , bur'that 


21y hath ſo ſpoken as heeſettes it doyyne, I knoyy none, yetif _ 
| di 


AGAINST CONTENTION. 3 


did any ſo ſpeake, they ſhot ſome thing nearer the marke, if the per- 
ticular bee looked into : And yyhereas hee faith that vyee-euerbaue 
ſhuned triall roſuchclamours, I haue anſyyered before : But wheras 
hee ſaith that this letter doth manifeſt it wher allo contrary,toour ſay= 
ing is confearmed that they cenſered vs for not, acknovyledging in- 


traping demandes , for Chrift goyerament and a layyfull peacable 
meeting for fa&tion, Anſwer, 


Hoyy this letter doth manifeſt this yvhich hee ſaith, it vvill in the 


anſyyering thereof appeare in the meane time; tohiml1 anſvyer, vyee 
might yyonder how Mr, Rob. can conferm that yyhich hee ſpeaketh 
of, eg hee vyas altogether ignorant hoyy things were caried,, and 
theryon the other hand confidering hoyy hee vvas corrupted yvith the 
ſame errour, and more errours of like natur, vvhich alſo receiued him 
by that Sameritancf Couenant, and alſo receiued for trueth this man 
information , and thole thar aſſiſt him ; conſidering of theſe things 
nrormat! =T — EE 


wee may oblerue what caried away his affe&ion:but for anſwer, 
I giue this man to ynderſtand that Solomon Prouerbes 18, * 
z7. bath told vs the condition of ſuch as hee is, ther. 
fore the greateſt and firſt complainers are not all= 
wayes the moſt clears of euill : and therefore 
now let ſuch as know the trueth judge and 
confider what is ſayd betyveen ys 
concerning this matter, 


(4) 


Hear follayyeh the anforering oetle Teter 
of the (burch- of Leyden. ++ 
&77 Eereceiued your letter Brethren, but not anſyyerin either 


of . - #4 @&-*1 4 > 4 . ] 4 
dW&/4 our expectation ,, or the vyaightnes'ot the: bullines in 
ears band, = | -- 4 ths rf, FE RE Les 


4 


ANSWER; 


His waightie buſfines yyhich bee ſpeaketh of,  vyas a. 
} reconciling of: choſe perſons , vybichiwvyas caſt out, 
- for-rheſe things in queſtion, and hovy ſhould: vyee: 
anſwer their expeQation ,' ſeeing thoſe oppolites were 
. ſoſtiffe in their ſinfull courſe as that ſpeech doth'ma- 

| * nifeſt, which one of them ſpake aluding toPaule Actes 
24. 14, in vvhichſpeech hee yyould ſeem to imitat Paule, bur al- 
though it vyas good in Paul tovle that ſpeech, and ſhowed his fearm« 
nes in the trueth': yer vvas iteuill in Mr. S, to vſethat ſpeech inthe 
behalfe of hisfinne, and-it ſhowed his ſtifnes in the fame, and there 
fore no hope of reconciliation, they ſo ſtanding imthat-minde :\And 
vyheras Mr. Robin; vyould ſeen to jaftific bim tor his ſtifnes , ſaying 
firſt touching the perſon intended byyybn, I fhould not ſeeme ſtrange 
to any, if hee were moſt forvyard'vvha vvas deeply intereſted 


RS 


nit 
butfines \;' and tharſo far as his Church: eftat; and :member{hip; muſt 
neceſſarily ſtand, or fall yyith that Couenantimpugned by you, as the 

branch yviththe roote, | HE | 
Anſwer, I denie that his memberſhip ſhould ſtand. or fall by that 
Couenanr,for wee receiged him toys one theſe two grounds, firſt as a 
member coming from the Church of Leyden, \yvithvvhora wee yiere 
i communion,: - 2;./As being a mancapable, becauſe hee;yvas ruly 
| II a ol 
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ſeparated from the falſe Church, and this hee had manifeſted ynto ys 
before wee receiued him:and although the Church of Leyden yyhich 
beld the Coucnanttrae, did foreceine himby that Couenant \, yet 
$i wee allwayes reje&ted that Conenanr : and did not receiue him by 
that Couenantvnto vs, for vvee hauing novy another ground to go 

vpon, Firſt that hee vyas a man abſolutly "xnrogens, 2, Thar 

hee being novv'a member of .a-true Church ,' yybich'vyas in commus- 

nion"yyith'vs : andallthough Mr,'S, vvas contraty 'to\himfefe-in 

that hee yyas noyy ſeparated , yerheld'that Conenant true': "yet elſe 

how ſhould wee beare'vvith him in the differance' of his judgment 

_ 77Jccording theſe Scripturs, Rom. 14. 1. and Phil, 3.14. 15. alwayes 

”n 'S, ; 8 Ln Dn TT = I Ig er ng Y A——_ ee Cn on. 
rouided rhat hee Keept his errour to himſelfe, and nor tocorrupt 

_ others TE vVith'? dub vvill ftand” yvith the Scriptures that ſo 

"Fvee receiued him : Fet if any can ſhow vs other vyayes that it will 

"nor ſtand" Þat that wee qughit ro bane; donymore ; then there is a re- 

medy by faith and —_— in Chriſt to helpe all our a miſe doings, 

and not.to- run yntoſucti extreme conclufions as Mr; Robin, would 

driue it , nay yerfarther ſay, that if the Church of Leyden, vvbo 

ficſt receiued him, and that by.the vertue of that Conenanrt , if they 

had come to ſee theirerrour. in ſo doing , yet vvould. it not folloyy 

that hee ſhould bee defmembered , ſeeing hee yvas ſeparated : bur 

the Churchought tokcknoyviedge their {mne in fodoing , and to ſee 

that bee corrupted not other Reu. 2, 20, with his errour:* and thar 

reaſon helper hind not fron Gen:.29.24; where hee faith, As:Zilpah 

_ vvas nor, nor coult} bee. rightfully Leahs -handmaide,,: except ſhee 

had bin Labanes firſt cinhefully :. by whole gift ſ{hee-was tranſmitted 

and conueyed vnto her . Anſwer, I grant-that Laban:could net 

righrfully giue her, except ſhee had binbis righefully before; :- bur 

” Laban had ftollen: her, and: Zalpali bad: run avvay and 'come ta 
Leahs:ihto the land of: Cannan , theri:Leahs might hane bought her, 

or haue' hiered her , and yet: Laban fhouldbave:no imury offered 

- yvntobim, vnleſſehis ftealling ber., 'made; ber his: righitalyy vbich 

nee man ought to ſay, Solikewile, neither the Church of Leyden, 


by ts. A 


Le oa Ae > m£ © 


- 3 By ory we © My ew Ah woah 


OF LEYDEN ANSWERED;:;: - 


n the buſſines,, Jet all. know, that noconceited intreft vvill beare ont 
;any £0 maintaine en errour ': and therefore. all his reaſonings is. of 
[Aictleweight. And for that hee ſaith that the Couenant vvas by the 
| Churches both here and there, alſo in the time of thoſe yyorthy 
uergors, now atreſt in theLordefteemed truely Chriſtian, I pray let 
vs examme the trueth of this , that the Churches both here and 

did ſogſteeme : forour ſelues I aay ſay that the Church neuer-did 
-receiueit , and therefore not ſo eſteeme it : neither yyas the yoice 
of the Church euertaken concerning that Couenant , but yyhen they 
ſhowed their mindetobee contrary vnto it , and condemned it: Or | 
doth Mr. Robin. thipke that becauſe our teacher, who-was.a-miſe 
informed, did a little whille efteeme of the Couenant;; thatthere- 
fore the-Church muſt ſo efteeme alſo, atd thought that wee muſt doe 
as theſe which-conlented to this letter , which followedwas-ſuffered 
him in all, or the moſt of his declinings : And for that Church which 
is preſent in the place yyhere thoſe Couenantmaker are , as wee are 
truely informed by themſelues, they did nener [receive it, How is 
this true then yvhich Mr. Robia, ſayd : bur, if it bad bin ſo;,' what 
-vveight istbere in that reaſon , to helpe the Conenant, mpch: like 


-vntorthe reaſon of the Phariles Iohn 7.48. whichſayd a ainf Chriſt, 


doth any of the Rulers or the Phariſes beleeue 1m him, bur this peo- 
ple vybich know not the law, are carſed, Therefore I conclud , ir 
15 notthe efteemeof Charches , nor-of; gouernors which giueth ay- 
thority to ſuchthings, but the word of the: Lord; ; and where hee 
faith the party intended by you , thould by your grounds not haue 
bin caſt. out., but lefrout of the Church. | 

Anſwer, Qur grounds inforce not that concluſion, ſeeing the per- 
ſon vyas novy become a ſeparated perſon ,' and a member of the 
Church. of Leyden, from whence wee receiued: him, -as before I 
bane ſhowed , in the next place there is a {yd and a halfe of theprin- 
red letter ſpent to:excues,, and to juſtify Mr. S, inthat ſpeech; in 
the yohich heeſeemed to imitat Paule ARtes 24. 14- but of that I 
haue ſpoken before , yet ſtill I anſwer , that thofe his ſpeechs did 
prove bis-ſtifges in that bis former courſe , ant therefore. of reconci- 
liation-wee had yo hope while hee (o ftod apd continued, and-for Mr, 
Robinſon profering to come and to juſtifie: Mr, $, in'thathis former 
praceding : to the which I anſwer , wee know well that hee yvas 
; E 2 z redy 
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Tedy't6that buflines, ' and thathee was one- vvith him in that his er- 
Tour?,-/and therefore juſt cauſe wee had fiot ro bee redy to giuvebim 
'Intertainment tocome as a moderator to middle the matter , ſeeing 
-weefind nofſuch preſident in the booke of God , yet this wee hold 
- and profeſſe, that'if/atry can fhow that vvee baue ſinned in any thing, 
»vvee-ought and areredy to heare them ; and this haue vyee ſignified 
:ynts'the Chutch/of Leyder-by letter; and therefore the way vvas 
*'open for thenrto come in that manner, 'In the next place hee faith: 
And wheras the courle well begone and rending to pacification , was 
as wee ynderſtand interrupted and broken of ypon a ground taken 
from the courſe of nor calling againe into queftion civil judgments, 
-once-paſſed-by the-judge according.toright ; let it not bee greiuious 
viito you,” if-wee a little warne you of that dangerous foundation 
ypon which it ſeemes you to much build your manner of procedings 
'inthe Church, © | | 
Anſwer, To hould that matters being ended according toright, 
- ought not at'mens pleaſures to bee called into queſtion againe, I ſee 
not this proued'to bee dangerous , by all that which Mr, Rob, haue 
fayd : For if matters rightfully ended, ſhould at mens pleaſurs bee 
called intoqueſtion, vyhen vvould their bee an end of contention, 
either in the Churchor inthe common wealthes : and for the diſtin- 
Qion which hee puteth between the ending of ciuill judgments, 8 of 
the cafting forth of the finner by the Church : namly that repentance 
ſhould follow to theſe diſtin&tions, Wee agree and- ſignifie withalh, 
that if wee could ſee that good worke in theſe perſons in queſtion, 
there yyould bee quickly are conciliation , but yet further I anſvver, 
ro take away occaſion from ſuch as take an occation to cauill at things 
equall, that wee hold it Jawfull although a matter bee rightly mide 
yet vyee may go ouer it againe , as the occaſion may bee offered, yea 
and more then-once : and this wee hauepraQiſed inthis matter in the 
publique with theſe men diuers times : but yer it vvill not follow, 
that at mens pleaſurs wee muſt do this, and bring our liberty into bon» 
dage, and ſo to yphold contention, | 
- -But wher hee faith thata larger extent of diſcretion this vvay fevy 
cauſes inany age can perſuad to : then this in hand , confidering both 
the ground and:cariage of the thing , and the number of the perſons 
oppolite, and yyith theſe iotreſt of all other Church in the buſſines, 
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fuaſion, may and 1n cauſes.of weight ſach as this-was ought by ſpeech . 
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Anſwer, The compariſon of any age is more' fit to. ſhovy elo- 
quence, and'to eta glole ypon the thing in hand, rather then to proue 
that for yyhichir is brought , and for the ground and cariage of the 
thing , I haue before ſpoken of ir, to the which I refere the Reader; 
and for the number of the perſons oppolite, I anſwer, although I 

an ſory they are ſo many, yet Iam gladthey areſofew, ſeeing theſe 
men are ſuch ſuttell oppolers & labour ſo much tocorrupt the mindes 
of the.fimple : and hauing with them Ioab the captaine , and Abiather 
the Preiſt, Lyzeane Mr. Robinſon and his people to eſtabliſh them in 
their ſtraying , and wee haning bin to backeward to withſtand them 
in theſe their doings. Thele things conſidered, it is the Lords mercy 
that wee are preſerued , but if theſe oppolers were many more then 
they bee : it is no argument of weight to cauſe vs to yelde toany vn- 
dire& courſe, whereby the trueth ſhould bee'betrayed , bur obſerne, 
I pray you, that one, if not more then one of thoſe perſons whom 


Mr. Robin, would at aime haue reſpeRed ; yer a little before hee 


calleth a light perſon , and I will not ftrive with him about it, ſee- 
ing his or their change was like the Barbarians, Act, 28. 6. and for 
the intreſt of all other Churches in the buſſfines, I anſwer, I knovy 
no proper intreſt that any Church had in this buſſines, for the which 
they were caſt out , but our owne in which wo were members, for 
ynto vs it did appertaine to looke ynto their fa&ion, in' the yvhich. 
faction they indeuoured to corrupte our members vvith that their er- 
rour, and hath not every Church a particular right to yyatch ouer 
their owne members : therefore I conclude, that this is but a gloſe to 
deceiue the minde of them that readeth it, And vyheras hee telleth 
thar ſatisfa&tion for the manner of the cariage bath bin tender by the 
parties cenſured: Anſwer, Wee ſhould haue bin glad, if theydid ten- 
der repentance for the matters themſelnes , and had they nor bin vp- 
holden by theſe men in theſe their errours,it may bee before now,lon 
they mighr haue repented of the matters alſo: for they were as niffe 
at the firſt , when they vyere caſt out for the manner as the matters. 
And where Mr. Robinſon faith, that in a matter of meere coun- 
faile and aduiſe, more then which neither the Church of -London re. 
quiered,, nor you could afford them, any particular perſon aduiſed 
with , and hauing their reaſons of differances from the Church per- 


or 
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or ovetning as their is occaſion ſignifie , that their differentjudgment 


and aduiſe to them whom it concernes prouided the ſame bee done 
in good manner, and with due reſpe&t to rhe Church. - 

Anſwer, The trueth ought to bee reſpeted , and alſo the Church 
which maintained the trueth, but neither of theſe was ſo reſpeed as 
they ought, as before bin ſhowed , by thoſe men inthar their doings: 
Moreouer I could except againſt this , that it was not properly coun- 
ſail, or aduiſe in this point 1n queſtion , vyhich that Church deſired, 
but to let this paſſe, I anſyver, might not any heriticke haue ſuch 
pretences to broch their errours by ſuch ſmouth grounds or termes, as 
theſe bee vnder the pretence of counſaile or aduiſe: what if the Church 
of Smyrna, Reu.2. 8. being ſoliffited by a ſeducer to receiue the 
dodrine of Balaam , and ſhould therefore ſend to the Church at Per- 

gamos, Reu. 2. 12. for their counſaile toknow whether they ought 
to receiue it or reje& it, if then the Church of Pergamos did giue 
them counſayle not to receiue it, and that by the word of God : might 
thoſe others vybich yyere corrupted vvith that errour in that Church, 
oather themſelues apart from the Church, and ſend their. counſaile 


to receiue that errour, and ſo oppoſe the trueth and the Churchin 


their procedings ? M, Robin, faith yea in ſmouth tearmes, Burt I ſay 
no : becauſe that if the (verſ. 14.) Church of Pergamos and Thyatira 
Reu. 2.20. were blamed for ſuffering them before to teach and de. 
ceiue the Lords people, then their finne would bee more, tolett them 
20 on to corrupte the Lords people, althoughthey ſhould plead with 
Mr. Rob. ſmouth rermes of counſaile or aduiſe : and therefore the 
Scripture out of Prou. Ir. 14. is by him abuſed : neither is their any 
liberty taken away from any , ſeeing none hath liberty to broach er- 
rour : and herein was the Church to vie authority , and alſo to ſhow 
reaſon vyhich yvee hane done and vyhen weedidit, although it was 
| at the requeſt of the Church to vyvhome vvee vyrit : then this 'man 
toke an occaſion thereat to make all this trouble. Further hee ſaith, 
That ſecing bath Moyles in the Law Deur, 19. x5.. and Chrift in the 
Goſpell Matth. 18. x5. 16, 197. ordains, that euery matter ſhould bee 
eſtabliſhed by two or three witnefles. . Bs. 
Anſwer. There were more then tyvovvitneſles vyhich knew the 
fate vvhich they had done from their one mouth , belides ſomethar 


were their : but what need is here not to preſle for yyitneſſe, yvhen 
| | them- 
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: OF LEYDEN ANSWERED... | 
themſclues allwayes confeſſed the- fat >only here is the difference, 
they thinke it was well doing : and ſo Mr, Robinſon faith alſo, bur. 
wee ſay and knoyvv it to bee cuill : why then do they nor lay this, 

-Y contention aſyd and ſtand to maintaine their cauſe to make ie gone or 
toacknowledge their enill : and for theſe Scriptures by him alledged 

wee acknowledgethe force of them , that no man which denieth a- 

fact, can bee condemned ynder two witneſſes , but what of this, I 

hope they ſhould alſo acknowledge, that if there bee no witneſle, yet 

if a man do freely confeſle a a worthy of death, that then thar 

man ſhould dye, and yet thoſe Scriptures not in the leaſt broken : for 

Danid which put the Amalakit to death, knew theſe Scriptures alled. 

ged, andalſo hee knew that hee broke them not ; becauſe his owne 

mouth was as ſufficient as many yvitneſſes, Now if no more yyere 

ſayd, it were ſufficient to gainlay that vvhich Mr, Robin, faith, that 

wee do herein againſt Moſes and Chriſt , and the Law of the nature 

it ſelfe, where bee bringeth Adtes 24.8.2.3. Yer furtherI anſwer;Mr., 

Robin, faileth in his ground, for hee taketh it for granted from-Mr. 

S, information, that yvvee went vpon ſuſpeRed euills, and this Mr.,.S., 

runeth ypon alſo. bringing our $. poſition as before is ſhowed : ſeeing 

then they miſe in the ground, all falleth at once : and now you may 

ſee how well the Church of Leyden hath made good their charge,and | 
which Mr. S. boaſted of before : And therefore Mr. Rob, clamours ; 
of that large liberty which hee ſpeaketh of , and faith hee can main- | 
raine will here fall to the ground. But vvhere hee ſaith : And noyy 

brethren. ,. vvhar ſhall wee ſay more-vnto you, our and all other 

Churches aduiſe you, reje& in confidence of your owne ynerring 

judgment, and proceding inthis matter. Anſwer , For vs wee con- 

Fefle that wee are fubje& toerre, yet ought wee not therefore to for- 

ſake any part of the trueth. for tanting words , which Mr, Robinſon 

herein. vieth to reproch vs withall, and. alſo maketh a ſhow of that 

which is not- wherein hee dealeth like Mr.S. vvith yyhom hee is a 

brother in euill ; But yvbat and whereare thoſe other Churches hee 

ſpeaketh of , hee ſhould therefore haue keept himſelfe ro his oyvne 

Church vvbich had conſented to this euill Letter , vyhich-hee bath 
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brought to ouerſway our reaſons, I truſt the Lord will giue ys heatts 
to ſubmit thereynto, and yvhere hee yviſheth that vvee did ſee our 
weaknes, and faith then would -you not procede vvith that confidence, 
in a matter and manner before ynheard of in the Churches, 

Anſwer : How true this is, it doth appeare by the anſwer to Mr, S, 
Preface before : for their I haue layd downe the matter and approued 


—— FF TY Py oY 


our courſe by the word of God, and haue the examples of the Churches hn , 
of God inthelike cauſes , which by the vyord of the Lord is approu« I 
ed : and for our weaknes wee knoyv it, and confefſe ir, yet ought F 
wee not willfully ro caſt away our obedience from the leaſt of Gods t 
preceptes}, or commandes, which hee hath giuen vs to walke in, ypon t 
Mr, Rob. ſuttle inticements, yet wee are redy to hear what any man E 
can informe vs, by the word of the Lord : and therefore that ſentence ff 
hee mipht haue ſpared, wher hee ſaith, As if the word of God either D 
came om you, orvntoyou alone, and who can not abuſe Scripture .. | Þ 
phraſes to effe& their willes. Laſtly. hee enderh his Letter vvith yp-; YF. as 
.brading of ys, which is as,l ſuppoſe,a principall cauſe that Mr. S, hath th 
* ſer it out to the vyorld,becauſe it agreeth yvith his manner of reproch=' } >» 
ing of ys, as followeth : And for the' Church here vyhich is near=' F © 
 lieft vnited ynto you, vvbat other viſe haue you had of ys ſince the / if 
death of your yviſe and modeſt gouernors in all your differances and ' - Y yy 
troubles? ſaue tp helpe to bear part of the ſcandall 8& opprobry,wher. Þ© of 
with ſpecially in the publique cariage of matters, you hauelayden the 20 
ordinances of God and profeſſors of the ſame.in the eyes of all within ' Þ he 
and yvirhout : bur in yaine vyce ſpeake vnto you, vvhoſceares prejus Þ m; 
dice hath ſtopped. _ | OY "Mama 
Anſyver, Indeed nearlift indwelling , but fardiſt of. in affe&ion as I. for 
it may appeare, not only by this bitter Letter , but alſo. to ſtrangers, as } ing 
ocatnilly they paſle by their dwellings, by vvhome it comerh toour | Þ m 
cares, hovy bitterly they inuay againſt vs; and what is the cauſe; be= ' Þ fee 


cauſe wee wil not receiue their new found vyayes of declinirig , 'and ,  Þ the 
becauſe wee dellike that they looke not better to the Lords vvatclrin \ * $f 
ſuffering their members to apoſtar : ſome declining to the Church of ©, 
Englapd, & their liuing, other poing a great compale to new, Enplatid” i 
to communicat wich the Church of England : and ſome-of them that; *-# 
are in this Land profeſſe to hear in the afſemblies; as they hatic'occas.! 
fonzand I-make'no doubte, bur they haue don-it many times: and this) 
NS. 5 | ; >, ben 29 


* 


q  * OF LEYDEN ANSWERED, © 4# >, 
1 their negligent watch hath effeRed fo,thar from agreart company they 
are allmoſt come to nothing or fewer then thoſe yvhom they. deſpies, | 
| and-baue {ayd concerning vs, that our contentions would break vs to 

F - peeces. | 
3 + And further I fay that our troubles haue by them bin increaſed in 
3 Y9uft, taking part vyithour oppoſites; ſo that the prouerbe is in them - 
- Tullfilled wbict faith, Prou, 27. 17, Yron ſharpeneth yron:: fo doth 
man ſharpen the face of his friend ; for Mr, S, informeth Mr. Rob, 
and his people a miſe, and they againe ſharpen his face, and harden. 
him in bis cuill, and others that rake his part : and fo increaſe our 
trouble and alſo the ſcandall, and hberin they fulltill this prouerbe: 
Prou. 28.4. They that forſake the law, praiſe the vvicked : and ther- 
fore lett it not bee though contention, allthough wee faile in the man- 
per of the doing of ir: if wee keepe and oblerue the other part of the 
Prouerbe vyhich ſaith ; But they that keepe the lavy ſett themſelues. ' 
- againſt them, And novv my brethren that are abſetit, I ſpeaketo all; 
that are faithfull, if all the Churches of God , Gala, 1,7. Phili,3. 18. 
= FF 2.Peter2.1, orthe moſt of. them haue bin thus troubled as the Scrip-" 
= Þ rurdoethplentyfully ſhovy, vvby ſhould. it ſecme ſtrang ynto.you ,as 
e. if ſome ftrang thing had: befallen vs, or as if it yyere other -yyayes 
4 vvithysthen it hath big vvith the Churches of God, euen in the dayes 
- 7} of the Apoſtelisandin all ages, yea and bath, not the Apoftells A&. 
e FF 20. zo. foretold that ſuch things muſt bee, faying; For; their muſt bee 
in, | herefies amongſt you, . that they vvhich,are-approned may bee made 
5. FF manifeſt amongſt you : -x.Cor: 11.19. If therfore vvee ſtriue for the 
F trueth, and to aboliſh finne , vvee do herin the will of God : There= 
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; fore our Lord teacheth vs to judge with conſideration Iobn 7. 24, ſay- 
S © iog, Iadge nor according to theapparence, but judge righteous judg- 
C Þ-ment.Neither let any ſtomble or bee offended at any weakneffes rhe | 
>  \$ fce, oreſpie in vs, for wee are but vveake men compaled about yyith - 
d ,  Þ the ſame iofirmities euen as other , yer defiring to bee helped by any; Fel 
it. '- F Jet therfore ſuch as bauea loue vato the trueth , rather ſerr their ſhoul-., 
Xf'*, FF der to the Lords vyorke , and helpe ro bear the burden, Gala76; 2, -_ 


d” 'F which the Lord hath appointed : and let all know that as it ys euill co 
i&-giue juftly an offence for any to ſtomble, ſo is it dangerous to. bee of-- 
: Is Ffended in Chriſt, as our Lord faith, Matth. 1x. 6. And bleſſed is hee- 
is that (hall not bee offended in mee. And vvher Mr, Rob, faith that our 
ie” yy ul CID oo F | cares 
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eares are ſtoped vvith prejudice, Anſwer , It hath bin time for him to | 
fay this, if hee had conuinced vs of errour or finne, bur torun on thus - \{;{" 


ypon an vnjuſt ground, may rather bee judged prejudice in him. * 


And wheras hee ſaith , that they will bewaile our ſtate , which is in- Y/ 


deed to bee beyvailed : to this I anſwer, Allrhough hee doth miſe the 
ripht mark in this his bewayling of vs, for hee bevvyaylerh'ys becauſe 


wee withſtand his errour and declining , yet for our ſelues Þ fay yyee + 1 


haue cauſe to bee ſory, or to bewayle our finnes and yyeakneffes,'and 
alſo our troubles which our oppoſites hath made : and the more ſory 
yvee are that hee and his people hath vnjuſtly helped them as this 
Letter doeth manifeſt, and vyhich I haue noted before, yer more I fay 


bevyayle ot weepe nor for vs only, bur-for themſelues inrefpe& of : 


thoſe euills and declinings before ſhowed : and thus I end yyirh the 
Letter of the Church of Leyden, deſiering all to conſider of that 
vyhich is vvritten, in the which their is no eloquence, for I wan learn 
ing and am but a bab in Chriſt: yetI pray conſider that when a'child, 
pleadeth reaſon,it __ the more to beeregarded, becauſe ir proceed 


from ſo ſimple an vnderſtanding -: fo looke- ypon the caufe'to bee:the 


more juſt and equale,becauſeT am but weake,and have not beett 
| hertofore ſo imployed.” And novyyas Elihu faith Iobe 34, 
3- Theearcrieth words as the mouth cafteth meats; 
therefore try the reaſons and Scriptures alledged, 
and as Paule faith 2. Timo, 2, 7, Conſider 
what I ſay and the Lord giue thee 
ynderſtanding inall things, 


FI.N, 
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. .210gs, yet it may bee in ſome yyord or yyordes yyhich is not mate- 
' Fiall, rochange any ſence may haue eſcaped , therefore for. the more 


_ 1, 21. amiſeforinſe, pag.s. 1.2. read finne for ſence, p.y. 1. g. read 


- read (aid for ſayth, p.$.1. 37.read proued for proue. p. rr. 1.2, read 


1,3 3. read try for cry. * 
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| © CEOS .OEFSIJOIFSTE IPO TFTEFOTTD 
Oncerning the publique paſſages of things in the Church which 
Ha in this booke, I haue been carefull co keepe tothe trueth of 


certainty of the trueth thereof, I did firſt reuiſe them with diuers 
thren : and then [I read it in the pablique, firſt becauſe all ſhould | 
e knowledge of therighrſtanding of the cauſe indifferant ; ſecond- SEV. 
becauſe I would not allyyayes ftriue about words and things which 

cancernerh not the things indifferant : and ſo to fill the vyorld full of 

needleſſe contention, vvhich is neither to Gods glory , nor yet to the 

comfort of him that doeth it, 


EL 


Fault eſcaped, 
In page 2, line 8. ſeeing is wanting. pu4s 1.4. read vs for his, p.4s 
were for was, p.5.lin.23. read appealing for appearing. p..1.30. 
circumciſion for circonciſion, p.xr..23. read ſecond for two, p.1z, 


Liz. read theforto, p.13.1.6. read pronoke for prouoque. p.13. 1. 
x2. read ſcerching for cerching, Pex 5, 1,x7, ouris yyanting, p. 25. 


